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Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO—CENTRAL DIVISION 

CHARLES COX, an individual, DENISE 
BARROW, an individual, JANET BARTEL, 
an individual, CAROL DI NAL, an 
individual, ANGELA ELFMAN, an 
individual, BIRNEY GROOM, an 
individual, ROSEMARY GROOM, an 
individual, GAIL JANES, an individual, 
JESSE H. KEYES, III, an individual, 
DIANA C. KEYES, an individual, GLORIA 
LEWIS, an individual, MICHAEL R. 
MELE, an individual, RUSSELL L. STAI, 
an individual, MARGARET R. STAI, an 
individual, LARRY WEDDEL, an 
individual, ROBERT C. WRIGHT, an 
individual, STEPHEN A. ZAPOTICZNY, 
an individual, SUSAN A. ZAPOTICZNY, 
an individual, and FRED ZUCKERMAN, 
an individual, 
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v. 

DR. ERICA RENFREE, in her official 
capacity as Principal of Serra High School at 
SDUSD; SAN DIEGO UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, RICHARD 
BARRERA, in his official capacity as 
President of SDUSD; DR. LAMONT A. 
JACKSON, in his official capacity as 
Superintendent of Public Education at 
SDUSD, TAVGA BUSTANI, in her official 
capacity as Chief of Leadership & Learning 
at SDUSD, BRUCE R. BIVINS, in his 
official capacity as Area Superintendent for 
Serra Cluster at SDUSD, KEVIN BEISER, 
in his official capacity at SDUSD, SAMER 
NAJI, in his official capacity as Facilities 
Communications Supervisor at SDUSD; 
and DOES 1-70, inclusive,  

 
Defendants. 
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INTRODUCTION  

1. What’s in a name? Apparently, when it comes to the names that grace our public 

high schools, quite a lot. Naming schools after worthy people keeps their names alive for people 

who otherwise might never hear of them. Moreover, the naming of a school evokes passion and 

interest and is, in and of itself, an opportunity for education. 

2. Long regarded as California’s Founding Father, Junipero Serra has enjoyed the 

caliber of respect and fascination usually reserved for Presidents. An earlier age regarded him as 

equal-parts apostle, well-intentioned protector of his Indian neophytes, and a shrewd administrator. 

Twentieth-century California boosters long advertised the romance of El Camino Real, where “one 

may walk in the very footsteps of Serra.”1 The Catholic Church, as well as Christians in general, 

honor and regard Serra as one of their holiest figures; a regard that has led to his canonization as a 

Saint. Because of his character, his founding of San Diego, and his efforts to protect indigenous 

Californians from enslavement, San Diegans respect him as one of their great heroes, naming 

communities, streets, parks—and a high school—after the diminutive friar.  Indeed, the lands that 

once comprised his first Mission are peppered with tributes to his legacy: Friars’ Road, Mission 

Trails Park, and the community of Tierrasanta—Spanish for “holy ground.” 

3. In the summer of 2020, Black Lives Matter protests and other demonstrations swept 

across the county, sparking an acute interest in Critical Race Theory and public erasure of symbols 

of colonialism—including Serra himself. Statues of Serra were defaced and attacked, and one of his 

churches was burned in an attack that represented animosity toward the Catholic faith and its role 

in California history.   

4. It was in the wake of this wave of anti-Catholic sentiment that two students at 

Junipero Serra High School, located on former mission lands in Tierrasanta, grew concerned that 

their school mascot—the Conquistador—may unconsciously reflect unfashionable glorification of 

colonialist activity. In response, they posted a petition to ask Defendant San Diego Unified School 

                                                 

1 Saunders, Under the Sky in California (1913) p 142. 
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District (“SDUSD”) to change the mascot. Their principal—Defendant Dr. Erica Renfree—had 

other ideas. 

5. On June 24, 2020, Dr. Renfree posted to Junipero Serra High School’s “Principal 

Renfree’s Blog” to announce that she had asked the student activists to expand their efforts to not 

only remove the Conquistador as their mascot, but also erase Serra’s name and memory from the 

school premises. She represented that she “restarted this conversation” when she saw that 

“Junipero Serra statues are being torn down all across the state.” In effect, Dr. Renfree sought to 

enlist her students to join a lynch mob of erasure and anti-Catholic bigotry. In another blog post, she 

implored readers to “educate themselves” by reading a misleading historical primer, penned by 

Junipero Serra High School Junior, Annie Do, which alleged that “while history’s outlook on 

Father Serra is generally positive [. . .] we do not have a truly objective picture of [Serra]’s 

character and deeds.” This slanderous primer, written by a high school student lacking formal 

training in historical investigation, blanketly contradicts, without argument, the widespread 

consensus of scholars and the canonization of a worldwide institution. Later, Dr. Renfree presented 

a blistering PowerPoint slideshow to the SDUSD Board of Trustees, further defaming and 

misrepresenting the nature of Serra’s legacy. 

6. Despite this misleading historical framework, polls conducted by Dr. Renfree and 

her agents demonstrate that public support for erasure of Serra’s name from the school was 

attenuated. A poll of 496 students revealed that fully 56.7% of them thought that “the name is fine 

the way it is.” Polls distributed to alumni, parents, and faculty revealed similar results, with 64.9% 

of alumni preferring to either keep the name as it was or to shorten it to “Serra High School”—a 

sentiment shared by 82.2% of staff members and 46.3% of parents. Faced with this stiff statistical 

barrier to her erasure effort, Dr. Renfree had to resort to other methods to effectuate her agenda. 

7. The method that she and her fellow Defendants chose was to frustrate Plaintiffs’ 

Due Process rights, allowing for Serra’s defamers to influence decisionmakers and impugn his 

memory. In concert with SDUSD Facilities Communications Supervisor, Defendant Samer Naji, 

Dr. Renfree worked closely with outside interest groups whose views are decidedly animostic 

toward Serra and Christianity in general. The City of San Diego’s Human Relations Commission 
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wrote a letter of support for the name change, declaring that “[i]t is time to change school names 

and mascots that memorialize religious and confederate leaders or sympathizers and all whose 

names supported and stained our history.” The Kanap Kuahan Coalition, purporting to represent 

the Kumeyaay people, stated that it “is an affront to the original stewards and caretakers of this 

land that we all live on and benefit from to name an educational institution after their oppressor 

[Junipero Serra], and furthermore the mascot of that institution after their murderer [the 

Conquistadors].” Both of these theses were incorporated in materials considered by 

decisionmakers. 

8. Concurrent with the name change campaign, SDUSD changed its school naming 

protocol, Section E-3300, to remove a reference to a rule continuously in force since 1964 which 

provided that SDUSD “facility names are permanent.” In their place, conveniently adopted on 

January 26, 2021, the revised BP-7310 provided for the establishment of committees to rename 

facilities subject to community participation. 

9. At the same time that the regulation was passed in late January 2021, Dr. Renfree 

worked closely with SDUSD Facilities Communications Supervisor Samer Naji to speed approval 

of the name change through a hastily marshalled “Naming Committee” as quickly as possible in an 

attempt to place the re-naming resolution on the SDUSD Board of Trustee’s February agenda. 

While this attempt to speedily add the resolution to the Board’s agenda failed, Dr. Renfree and Mr. 

Naji nevertheless succeeded at convincing an ad hoc naming committee (whose community arm 

comprised no members of the Tierrasanta community) to approve the name change. 

10. Because of the importance of community participation under the newly established 

BP-7310, Defendants worked to mislead decisionmakers about the true scope of public support for 

the name change. A memorandum issued to members of the SDUSD naming committee, 

contradicting the statistics collected by Dr. Renfree herself, openly misrepresented the results of 

the polls, falsely stating that “the majority [of more than 1,200 stakeholders] voted in favor of 

changing the name from ‘Junipero Serra High School’ to ‘Canyon Hills High School.” Samer Naji 

claimed that “of the 1,243 people that took the time to complete the survey, the majority voted for 

changing the name from Junipero Serra High School to something else.” On information and belief, 
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the ad hoc “Naming Committee” adopted the name change in reliance on these false 

representations. 

11. Defendants’ tenacious efforts to erase Serra were finally rewarded when the SDUSD 

Board of Trustees published an inadequate and misleading agenda item for its March 9, 2021 

meeting that gave no indication that the Board was going to make a final decision to rename 

Junipero Serra High School in a single vote at the meeting, but rather indicated that the Board 

would only issue a recommendation to the School to change its name. (See Exhibit A) Although 

SDUSD regulation B-3150 requires “wide dissemination to notices of regular [. . .] meetings of the 

Board,” Plaintiffs received no notice that this meeting was scheduled to occur, and that public 

comment would be welcomed. Moreover, even if such community members knew of the meeting 

(which they did not), vulnerable members of the community who lacked resources and knowledge 

to access digital meetings were frustrated from accessing the meeting and prohibited from attending 

the meeting in person because of COVID-19 protocols, depriving them of the chance to be heard. 

12. In advance of the March 9, 2021 meeting, Dr. Renfree prepared a seventy-page 

packet of documents, including selected statistics that purported to demonstrate widespread 

support for the name change. This packet omitted a number of key polls that demonstrated that the 

majority of respondents preferred to keep Serra’s name in the school name in some form. The 

packet also completely failed to include statistical data reporting how Junipero Serra High School 

students actually voted regarding which name they wished for their school to have.  

13. It was only at the meeting itself, on March 9, 2021, that Board Trustee for District B, 

Kevin Beiser, brought a motion to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to Canyon Hills 

High School/Mat Kwatup Kunkun. Dr. Renfree represented to the board that “thousands of 

people weigh[ed] in” on the decision and invited tribal representatives to state their position. A 

representative of the Kanap Kuahan Coalition approved of the name change, and praised the 

school’s new mascot—the rattlesnake—as a sacred symbol of her people. As such, Defendants 

were apparently willing to improperly raise up a sacred symbol of indigenous religion at the expense 

and to the disparagement of both a secular and religious saint. 

/ / / 
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14. Of the six public comments lodged at the March 9, 2021 meeting, four were from 

tribal representatives. The only two Tierrasanta residents were the two girls who started the 

campaign to change the mascot. It was based on this flawed, incomplete record, and lack of 

opportunity for opposing voices to be heard, that the SDUSD Board of Trustees unanimously 

passed a resolution to change Junipero Serra High School to Canyon Hills High School/Mat 

Kwatup KuKun—emphasizing an illegal preference for Kumeyaay culture and religion. 

15. When the name change finally came to public attention after its clandestine passage 

by the SDUSD Board of Trustees, the Tierrasanta community was outraged. In the ensuing weeks, 

community interests called upon the SDUSD Board of Trustees to rescind its decision. One of 

these groups, the Tierrasanta Community Council, acknowledged the community’s position that 

“there was not adequate notice given nor opportunity to provide their voice in the renaming 

decision.” As a result, the Council voted “to request that the name change be rescinded and a new 

process started to re-evaluate that decision.” Based on information and belief, at the Community 

Council Meeting, Dr. Renfree herself apologized for failing the give the community notice and 

promised to do better next time. As of this date, SDUSD has failed to consider the interests of the 

local community, or reconsider its decision in any way. This lawsuit has thus followed. 

16. The unsurprising result of this process, spearheaded by Dr. Renfree and aided by 

SDUSD board members, agents and personnel, were numerous substantive errors, public outcry, 

and the widespread exclusion of Junipero Serra High School students, parents, alumni, and 

Tierrasanta residents from the name change decision, violating Due Process.  

17. Moreover, in prioritizing outside interest groups, including tribal interests, over 

those of the Tierrasanta community, SDUSD’s decision manifests an impermissible preference for 

the sacred beliefs of tribal groups over the secular interests of Tierrasanta residents—for the 

apparent purpose of denigrating Christians. This preference is manifested in Dr. Renfree and 

SDUSD’s decision to rebrand Junipero Serra High School’s mascot as “The Rattlers/’ewii 

tenawi,” which, in the words of the Chairman of the Manzanita Band of the Kumeyay Nation, is 

“sacred to [her] people.” Moreover, the unconstitutional decision was based on clear, 

impermissible animus toward the Christian faith, as demonstrated by the slanderous remarks and 
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representations regarding Junipero Serra that were incorporated in school documents and 

presentations issued in support of the subject name change. 

18. In short, because of Defendants’ fatally flawed public notice and comment period, as 

well as an apparent impermissible preference for the beliefs of indigenous religion, Plaintiffs bring 

this action seeking an injunction to prohibit Defendants from taking any further action to effectuate 

the change of the name of Junipero Serra High School, located at 5156 Santo Road, San Diego, 

California 92124, to Canyon Hills High School, and requiring them to restore in full the original 

name of Junipero Serra High School—at least pending a properly noticed hearing at which Plaintiffs 

and other Tierrasanta stakeholders will provide appropriate public comment. 

THE PARTIES 

19. Plaintiff CHARLES COX is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of the 

community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He is a forty-eight-year resident of Tierrasanta. 

He is a taxpayer in the State of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

20. Plaintiff DENISE BARROW is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1996, 

and her son, seven nieces, and one nephew are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. Prior to living 

in Tierrasanta, she was born and raised in the neighboring community of Serra Mesa. She is a 

taxpayer in the State of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

21. Plaintiff JANET BARTEL is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1981 

and two of her children attended Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State of 

California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

22. Plaintiff CAROL DI NAL is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of the 

community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1971 and 

her two daughters attended Junipero Serra High School in the 1980s. She is a taxpayer in the State 

of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

23. Plaintiff ANGELA ELFMAN is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. Three of her children attended Junipero 
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Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State of California and has paid state taxes in the past 

year. 

24. Plaintiff BIRNEY GROOM is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. Two of his step-children and two of his 

grandchildren are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. He is a taxpayer in the State of California 

and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

25. Plaintiff ROSEMARY GROOM is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. Two of her children and two of her 

grandchildren are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State of California 

and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

26. Plaintiff GAIL JANES is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of the 

community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1983 and 

has twins who are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State of California 

and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

27. Plaintiff JESSE H. KEYES, III is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has resided in Tierrasanta since 1973, 

and has a son who is an alumnus of Junipero Serra High School. He is a taxpayer in the State of 

California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

28. Plaintiff DIANA C. KEYES is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1973, 

and is past president of the Junipero Serra High School PTSA and Serra GATE Parents Group. She 

also has a son who is an alumnus of Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State of 

California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

29. Plaintiff GLORIA LEWIS is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of the 

community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 1973, and 

her two children are both alumni of Junipero Serra High School. She was also employed as an 

English teacher at Junipero Serra High School for over twenty years. She is a taxpayer in the State 

of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 
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30. Plaintiff MICHAEL R. MELE is, and was at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has resided in Tierrasanta since 1978 

and all three of his children are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. He is a taxpayer in the State 

of California and has paid state taxes in the last year. 

31. Plaintiff RUSSELL L. STAI is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has resided in Tierrasanta since 1975, 

and three of his children are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. He is a taxpayer in the State of 

California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

32. Plaintiff MARGARET R. STAI is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta since 

1975, and three of her children are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the 

State of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

33. Plaintiff LARRY WEDDEL is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident of 

the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He is a taxpayer in the State of California 

and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

34. Plaintiff ROBERT C. WRIGHT is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has been a Tierrasanta resident since 

1974. His two sons and a daughter are alumni of Junipero Serra High School. He is a co-founder of 

the Serra High School Foundation, Inc., a California non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that has 

supported academic and athletic programs at Junipero Serra High School since 1989. He is a 

taxpayer in the State of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

35. Plaintiff STEPHEN A. ZAPOTICZNY is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a 

resident of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has resided in Tierrasanta 

since 1980 and his son is an alumnus of Junipero Serra High School. He is a taxpayer in the State of 

California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

36. Plaintiff SUSAN A. ZAPOTICZNY is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a 

resident of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. She has resided in Tierrasanta 

kdenworth
Typewritten Text
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since 1980 and her son is an alumnus of Junipero Serra High School. She is a taxpayer in the State 

of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

37. Plaintiff FRED ZUCKERMAN is and was, at all times mentioned herein, a resident 

of the community of Tierrasanta in San Diego, California. He has resided in Tierrasanta since 1988 

and attended various public schools in the San Diego Unified School District. He is a taxpayer in 

the State of California and has paid state taxes in the past year. 

38. Defendant DR. ERICA RENFREE, sued here in her official capacity, is the principal 

of Junipero Serra High School. As principal, she spearheaded the improper effort to rename 

Junipero Serra High School. 

39. Defendant SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (“SDUSD”) is an 

educational agency (See Cal. Ed. Code, § 56026.3) responsible for providing school children with 

full and equal access to public education programs, in addition to other activities offered by the 

agency. SDUSD serves the San Diego metropolitan area and operates 195 schools, including 

Junipero Serra High School. SDUSD is headquartered at 4100 Normal Street, San Diego, 

California 92103. SDUSD receives state financial assistance and is the “district of service” for all 

students at Junipero Serra High School. SDUSD’s responsibilities include making and 

implementing educational decisions for the schools in its jurisdiction. 

40. Defendant RICHARD BARRERA, sued here in his official capacity as President of 

SDUSD. President Barrera exercises supervision and guides policy at SDUSD. President Barrera 

also presided over the vote to change Junipero Serra High School’s name at the March 9, 2021 

meeting of the SDUSD Board of Trustees. 

41. Defendant DR. LAMONT A. JACKSON, sued here in his official capacity, is the 

Interim Superintendent of Public Education at SDUSD. Dr. Jackson exercises supervision and 

control over the daily activities of SDUSD, as well as supervision over SDUSD’s implementation of 

policies and procedures, including public hearings. 

42. Defendant TAVGA BUSTANI, sued here in her official capacity, is the Chief of 

Leadership and Learning K-12 and supervises all high schools at SDUSD. Ms. Bustani exercises 

supervision over SDUSD’s “Leadership Development” program. 
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43. Defendant BRUCE R. BIVINS, sued here in his official capacity, is the Area 

Superintendent for the Lincoln, Point Loma and Serra Clusters. Mr. Bivins exercises supervision 

and control over the daily activities of schools within his cluster, including Junipero Serra High 

School, as well as supervision over SDUSD’s implementation of policies and procedures. 

44. Defendant KEVIN BEISER, sued here in his official capacity, is the SDUSD Board 

Trustee for District B, which includes Junipero Serra High School. As a member of the Board of 

Trustees, Mr. Beiser has authority to approve all management decisions specified in board 

resolutions, including naming of schools.2 

45. Defendant SAMER NAJI, sued here in his official capacity, is the SDUSD Facilities 

Communications Supervisor. As Facilities Communications Supervisor, Mr. Naji is in charge of 

coordinating requests for school name changes at SDUSD. 

46. Plaintiffs do not presently know the true names and capacities of Defendants named 

herein as Does 1 through 70, inclusive. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that 

each of the Defendants designated herein as a Doe is legally responsible in some manner for the 

matters herein alleged, and is legally responsible in some manner for causing the injuries and 

damages to Plaintiffs as herein alleged. Plaintiffs will seek leave of Court to amend this Complaint 

to add said Defendants’ true names and capacities as soon as that information has been ascertained. 

47. At all times mentioned herein, each Defendant was the agent of each and all of the 

other Defendants and, in performing the acts hereafter alleged, was acting within the course and 

scope of such agency. Plaintiffs are informed and believe that all of the wrongful acts alleged herein 

were authorized and/or ratified by officers, directors or other managerial agents of Defendants. 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

                                                 

2https://sandiegounified.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27732394/File/About/Leadership/Board
%20of%20Education/Overview/Board%20Governance%20Policies%20(12-11-18%20).pdf at 13. 

https://sandiegounified.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27732394/File/About/Leadership/Board%20of%20Education/Overview/Board%20Governance%20Policies%20(12-11-18%20).pdf
https://sandiegounified.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_27732394/File/About/Leadership/Board%20of%20Education/Overview/Board%20Governance%20Policies%20(12-11-18%20).pdf
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

48. This action arises under the California Constitution, the federal Constitution, and 

applicable state law. Plaintiffs allege violations of Article I, Sections 4 and 7 of the California 

Constitution and violations of the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the federal Constitution. 

This Court has jurisdiction over the instant controversy under Section 88 of the Code of Civil 

Procedure. 

49. This Court may issue a Writ of Mandate under Code of Civil Procedure section 1085 

and because Plaintiffs have no available administrative remedy. This Court may grant declaratory 

injunctive relief under Code of Civil Procedure sections 525, 526, and 1060. 

50. Venue is proper in San Diego County because at least one of all Defendants reside 

within the County of San Diego and a significant amount of the wrongful conduct at issue occurred 

within the County of San Diego. (See Code Civ. Proc., §§ 394(a), 395(a).) 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

Historical Background 

51. Father Junipero Serra first set foot on the shores of San Diego Bay on July 1, 1769 

and raised a cross on Presidio Hill, establishing Mission San Diego de Alcala. Although sent as part 

of a small group of soldiers and explorers seeking to establish a Spanish foothold against Russian 

expansion into Alta California, Serra and his fellow Franciscan friars sought to effectuate a different 

undertaking. Over the next thirteen years, Serra established nine mission church complexes along 

the coast of California, intending to spread Christian faith and European agricultural methods and 

trades among the native peoples.3  

52. Early on, Serra’s efforts were met with resistance from Spanish governors and 

commandantes who perceived the Mission Indians to be a cheap source of labor. As a result, Serra 

exercised his considerable influence and sense of moral propriety in heroic efforts to protect the 

indigenous people from exploitation by the Spanish conquerors. Even with an ulcerated leg, which 

                                                 

3 Engstrand, Serra’s San Diego (1982), available at 
https://sandiegohistory.org/archives/books/serrassandiego/ (last accessed Jul. 6, 2020). 

https://sandiegohistory.org/archives/books/serrassandiego/
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caused debilitating pain, he hobbled on foot back to Mexico City in order to obtain a special faculty 

of governance from the Spanish Viceroy, described by some historians as the “First Indian Bill of 

Rights,” that would allow him to discipline military officials who abused the Indians. And then he 

turned around and hobbled back to Alta California.4 The Viceroy’s willingness to grant Serra such 

power reflects the enhanced rights that Mission Indians generally enjoyed under the Spanish 

Crown, which formally recognized them as Hijos de Dios, or “Children of God.” Historian George 

Yagi points to this differentiated treatment as contrasting with that of Native Americans on the east 

coast of America, who were guaranteed no rights.5 

53. In a further effort to insulate the Mission Indians from exploitation (and in order to 

find a site more suitable for agricultural production), Serra moved the Mission San Diego site away 

from the Presidio to a location several miles inland. This separation of Presidio sites from Mission 

sites was maintained up and down the Mission chain for the remainder of the system’s life.6 

54. Serra and his contemporaries’ efforts fit into a larger historical trend set into motion 

by Catholic and other missionary groups to establish a culture of education, training, and basic 

human services in unsettled regions of this country. The marked ability and commitment of such 

missionaries to disseminate such developments encouraged even the reluctant deist, President 

Thomas Jefferson, to support “a perpetual mission among the Indian tribes,” sanctioning financial 

support for churches on the grounds that such actions would stabilize relations with such tribes.7 

55. The most widely accepted historic consensus about Serra is that he repeatedly 

pressed Spanish authorities for better treatment of the native peoples—a goal entirely 

commensurate with his religious and moral beliefs. Encyclopedia Britannica, which is published with 

                                                 

4 “California Catholic Conference Issues Statement on Removal of St. Serra Statues in State” (Jun. 
22, 2020) California Catholic Conference, available at https://cacatholic.org/article/california-
catholic-conference-issues-statement-removal-st-serra-statues-state (last accessed Jul. 6, 2020). 

5 Yagi, Junipero Serra – The Missionary Who Fought to End the Abuse of Native Americans by Spanish 
Soldiers (Sept. 18, 2016) Military History Now. 

6 See Engstrand, supra, fn.3. 

7 Gaustad, Sworn of the Altar of God: A Religious Biography of Thomas Jefferson (1996) p. 101. 

https://cacatholic.org/article/california-catholic-conference-issues-statement-removal-st-serra-statues-state
https://cacatholic.org/article/california-catholic-conference-issues-statement-removal-st-serra-statues-state
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the editorial advice of the faculties of the University of Chicago, Oxford, and Cambridge among 

others, describes Serra in part as “a strenuous defender of the Indians” who “introduced to their 

lands the cattle, sheep, grains, and fruits of Mexico.”8 Biographer Maynard Geiger wrote of him 

that “Idealism and realism lived as twins in his soul. He always insisted on the best thing obtainable 

but was realistic enough to be satisfied with second-best attainment if nothing else could be 

done. . . The dreamer and the worker intermingled in him. . .Militant, aggressive, dynamic, 

visionary, detailed in administration, Serra at all times was in his forward thrust, but he was patient, 

forgiving, forbearing, and hopeful when his full ideals could not be realized.” Historian Gregory 

Orfalea wrote of Serra: “I see his devotion to Native Californians as heartfelt, plain-spoken, and 

borne out by continuous example.”9 As Serra himself reportedly remarked near the end of his life, 

“let what we are doing be done well.”10 

56. Many of the descendants of the Mission Indians that Serra served share a similarly 

positive view of the friar. Upon Serra’s canonization by the Catholic Church, Chief Cerda of the 

Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe issued a grateful statement on his people’s behalf:  

“Saint Junipero Serra Baptized and Married our ancestors Simon Francisco (Indian 
name "Chanjay") and Magdalena Francisca on April 1, 1775 at Mission San Carlos 
De Borromeo Del Rio Carmelo . . . We wholeheartedly support the canonization of 
Saint Junipero Serra because he protected our people and supported their full human 
rights against the politicians and the military with total disregard for his own life and 
safety.11 
 
57. From the nineteenth century onward, historians generally interpreted Serra’s efforts 

as a well-intentioned attempt, frustrated by a combination of epidemics and political roadblocks, to 

impart skills and knowledge to native peoples that would allow them to thrive in an increasingly 

Europeanized world while protecting them from the ravages of near-inevitable enslavement at the 

                                                 

8 10 The New Encyclopedia Britannica: Micropedia (1986) p. 652. 

9 Orfaleo, Journey to the Sun: Junipero Serra’s Dream and the Founding of California (2014) p. 340. 

10 Engstrand, supra, fn.3. 

11 Costanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe, “Meeting the Pope (September 30, 2015) 
http://www.costanoanrumsen.org/news/meeting-the-pope. 
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hands of colonial overlords. As the twentieth century dawned, and California’s statewide interest in 

historical preservation grew with renewed interest in restoring the various mission churches, Serra 

emerged as a West Coast Founding Father figure. For generations of fourth grade public school 

students, he was presented as he was: a well-intentioned and forward-thinking man who was 

nevertheless a product of his time, and who did his best to realize an idea that was frustrated by 

forces beyond his control.  

58. In recent years, certain historians, educators, authors, and leaders have attempted to 

reframe American history through a lens that interprets European settlement of the Americas as a 

form of racial and cultural domination. This lens, deeply influenced by Critical Race Theory, has 

been a rallying cry for numerous school districts and civic organizations to rename and remove 

tributes to prominent individuals.12 While early targets largely centered on Confederate officers and 

sympathizers, the list of individuals targeted by such leaders steadily grew to include American 

heroes like Abraham Lincoln and John Muir.13  

59. In addition to generalized disapproval of historical figures, recent years have also 

seen a resurgence in our nation’s history of systemic anti-Catholicism. The Catholic Church has 

suffered numerous attacks and forms of intolerance and bigotry in connection to the violent riots 

and protests that have emerged from the Black Lives Matter movement.  

60. On Monday, May 25, 2020, a Minneapolis police officer killed an African American 

man in his custody named George Floyd and, the next day, a video recording of the interaction went 

viral on social media. On May 27, 2020, protests and violent riots erupted across the nation.14 The 

next day, attacks on Catholic churches began. On May 28, 2020 the oldest Catholic Basilica in the 

                                                 

12 See, e.g., Kamiya, The Holier-than-thou Crusade in San Francisco (Feb. 2, 2021) The Atlantic, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/san-francisco-renaming-spree/617894/ (last 
accessed Jul 6, 2021). 

13 Gerstmann, Abe Lincoln is Next on the Cancel Culture Chopping Block (Oct. 14, 2020) Forbes, 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/evangerstmann/2020/10/14/abe-lincoln-is-next-on-the-cancel-
culture-chopping-block/?sh=23bf854b6224 (last accessed July 6, 2021). 

14 Taylor, George Floyd Protests: A Timeline (June 22, 2020) New York Times, 
https://www.nytimes.com/article/george-floyd-protests-timeline.html.   

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/san-francisco-renaming-spree/617894/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/evangerstmann/2020/10/14/abe-lincoln-is-next-on-the-cancel-culture-chopping-block/?sh=23bf854b6224
https://www.forbes.com/sites/evangerstmann/2020/10/14/abe-lincoln-is-next-on-the-cancel-culture-chopping-block/?sh=23bf854b6224
https://www.nytimes.com/article/george-floyd-protests-timeline.html
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United States was vandalized in Minneapolis.15 On May 29, 2020, St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New 

York City was vandalized.16 Subsequently, a man set a Florida church aflame while “parishioners 

were inside preparing for Mass.”17 

61. In addition to the church buildings themselves, anti-Catholic sentiments were 

directed toward public Catholic statuary and iconography. Outside of California, at least three 

statues of Jesus have been vandalized and destroyed.18 In California, one statue of Jesus was 

beheaded,19 while the Mt. Rubidoux Cross, dedicated to Father Serra, was vandalized with the 

libelous message “Serra was a pedophile murderer.”20 The landmark San Gabriel Mission in Los 

Angeles was set aflame by an arsonist,21 and rioters destroyed statues of Father Serra in Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, and Sacramento.22 

/ / / 

                                                 

15 Torgerud, Oldest Basilica in the US Damaged in Minneapolis Riots (June 1, 2020) Alpha News, 
https://bit.ly/39EqWyT.  

16 Narizhnaya, et al., Two Protesters Arrested for St. Patrick’s Cathedral Vandalism, (June 18, 2020) 
New York Post, https://bit.ly/3jUW8hQ.  

17 Fedschun, Florida Man Crashes into Church, Sets it on Fire With Parishioners Inside, Sheriff Says 
(July 12, 2020) Fox News, https://fxn.ws/3fdCtX8.  

18 Bacon, ‘Our Church Deserves Better’: Families Gather to Clean Our Lady Chapel After Vandalism, 
(Jun. 20, 2020) Arizona Daily Sun, https://bit.ly/2DkLWyB; McKay, Jesus statue at Whitefish 
Mountain Resort vandalized, (Jul. 14, 2020) Whitefish Pilot, https://bit.ly/30dmV15; De La Rosa, 
Church members searching for answers after statue of Jesus Christ is decapitated, (Jul. 15, 2020) WPLG 
Local 10, https://bit.ly/3hVVi2v; Hudson, St. Bernadette Parishioners Pray for Crucifix Vandal (Jul. 
17, 2020) The Observer, https://bit.ly/2P9na79.  

19 Vandal hits Wasco church (Jun. 4, 2020) The Bakersfield Californian, https://bit.ly/2DnLWhm.  

20 Rokos & Hagan, Mount Rubidoux cross in Riverside is vandalized in latest rebuke of St. Serra legacy 
(Jun. 27, 2020) The Press-Enterprise, https://bit.ly/336RasB.  

21 Huang, Fire Official Says San Gabriel Mission Fire Apparently Started In Choir Loft. Arson Is A 
Possible Cause (Jul. 12, 2020) LAIST, https://bit.ly/2PaIPvD.  

22 Wigglesworth & Campa, Junipero Serra statue toppled in downtown L.A. (Jun. 20, 2020) Los 
Angeles Times, https://lat.ms/2D3m4HE; Savidge, et al., Statues of Junipero Serra, Ulysses S. 
Grant toppled at Golden Gate Park (Jun. 20, 2020) The Mercury News, 
https://bayareane.ws/3hUl5YS; Moleski, Protesters tear down statue of Spanish missionary and saint 
Junipero Serra in Sacramento (Jul. 6, 2020) The Sacramento Bee, https://bit.ly/2Exh9Pv.  

https://bit.ly/39EqWyT
https://bit.ly/3jUW8hQ
https://fxn.ws/3fdCtX8
https://bit.ly/2DkLWyB
https://bit.ly/30dmV15
https://bit.ly/3hVVi2v
https://bit.ly/2P9na79
https://bit.ly/2DnLWhm
https://bit.ly/336RasB
https://bit.ly/2PaIPvD
https://lat.ms/2D3m4HE
https://bayareane.ws/3hUl5YS
https://bit.ly/2Exh9Pv
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The Campaign to Rename Junipero Serra High School 

62. It was in the wake of this resurgence of anti-Catholicism that, in June 2020 two 

Junipero Serra High School students, Emma and Charlotte Taila, approached their peers in hopes 

of rallying support to change Junipero Serra High Schools’s mascot to something other than the 

longstanding Conquistador.23 The two students circulated an online petition via “Change.org,” 

arguing that the Conquistador mascot “is tied to violence and oppression of native populations” 

and that it celebrated “a colonialist group that has committed murder, torture, and rape, destroyed 

indigenous landmarks, cultures, and people in acts of physical and cultural genocide, and enslaved 

indigenous populations.” The petition attracted 2,175 signatures.24 

63. Although the Tailas’ grassroots, student-initiated effort to change the mascot 

attracted significant support on its own, Junipero Serra High School principal, Dr. Erica Renfree, 

sought to ride the young activists’ coattails in order to effectuate an additional change in keeping 

with the anti-Catholic cultural atmosphere of the day. Rather than simply retiring the anonymous 

soldier mascot, Dr. Renfree suggested that Junipero Serra also be removed from the school’s name 

and created her own “Change.org” petition: “As a public servant it is my duty to make sure schools 

stay relevant and serve ALL students. This is a very important step in the process. . . . The mascot 

change we want your support too [sic], so your signature is a sign of support for both. . . . The time 

has come!” Dr. Renfree’s petition to change the school’s name attracted only 1,279 signatures.25  

64. At or around the time that Dr. Renfree created her online petition, she additionally 

posted to Junipero Serra High School’s “Principal Renfree’s Blog” on June 24, 2020, explaining 

her justification for expanding the Tailas’ petition to encompass more than simply changing the 

                                                 

23 Saunders, San Diego Unified approves Serra High name, mascot change (Mar. 10, 2021) ABC 10 
News San Diego, https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/san-diego-news/san-diego-unified-
approves-serra-high-name-mascot-change.  

24 Taila et al., Change Colonialist Serra High Mascot, https://www.change.org/p/san-diego-unified-
school-district-change-colonialist-serra-high-mascot-a49d12d0-7d30-4304-a629-e0e0dad61d49 (last 
accessed July 6, 2021). 

25 Renfree et al., Change Serra High School Name and Mascot!, https://www.change.org/p/students-
change-serra-high-school-name-and-mascot (last accessed July 6, 2021). 

https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/san-diego-news/san-diego-unified-approves-serra-high-name-mascot-change
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/san-diego-news/san-diego-unified-approves-serra-high-name-mascot-change
https://www.change.org/p/san-diego-unified-school-district-change-colonialist-serra-high-mascot-a49d12d0-7d30-4304-a629-e0e0dad61d49
https://www.change.org/p/san-diego-unified-school-district-change-colonialist-serra-high-mascot-a49d12d0-7d30-4304-a629-e0e0dad61d49
https://www.change.org/p/students-change-serra-high-school-name-and-mascot
https://www.change.org/p/students-change-serra-high-school-name-and-mascot
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Conquistador mascot. Dr. Renfree identified the anti-Catholic (and criminal) destruction of Serra’s 

statues as her motivation and inspiration for suggesting the name change: 

A year ago I started a conversation about a possible mascot change. If you look up 
the Conquistadors there is a long list of unfavorable things written. I have been very 
clear with students the need to be integrated and not separated and to me this was 
an issue of division and our mascot targeted a specific group of people. I was sharing 
my concern to a state employee at the Capitol in Sacramento who pointed out very 
clearly that our school name was inappropriate as well, and went into the history 
which lead me to do further investigation and agree with the state employee. I had 
no idea that only months later, we would be seeing that Junipero Serra statues 
are being torn down all across the state as recently as this past week. I restarted 
this conversation about our name and mascot again and was told other schools in the 
district were engaging in the same conversation.26 (emphasis added) 
   
65. On June 28, 2020, an additional post, entitled “Name, Mascot, and Colors,” 

appeared on Dr. Renfree’s blog page.27 The post announced that two forums would be held 

regarding the proposed name change. These forums would be held on June 30, 2020 and July 2, 

2020. The page also linked to a Google Drive document entitled “The History of Serra & 

Conquistadors: Educational Links,” written by Junipero Serra High School student, Annie Do. 

With regards to Serra, Ms. Do’s document states, contrary to the historical authorities expressed 

above:  

While history’s outlook on Father Serra is generally positive, many people oppose 
the reverence for him, claiming that to celebrate Serra is to celebrate the beginnings 
of indigenous oppression. It is difficult to judge whether or not he was “good” or 
“bad” because historical records from that time are all written from a European 
POV, and therefore we do not have a truly objective picture of his character and 
deeds.28 

                                                 

26 Renfree, School Rebranding (Jun. 24, 2020) Principal Renfree’s Blog, 
https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/blog/post/special-edition-please-read (last accessed July 6, 
2021). 

27 Renfree, Name, Mascot, and Colors (Jun. 28, 2020) Principal Renfree’s Blog, 
https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/blog/post/name-mascot-and-colors (last accessed July 6, 
2021). 

28 Do, The History of Serra & Conquistadors: Educational Links, 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nK-vnsBUGcd8av_v1-eZbM-
u4KE8eho60wvOatJKBq8/edit (last accessed July 6, 2021). 

https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/blog/post/special-edition-please-read
https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/blog/post/name-mascot-and-colors
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nK-vnsBUGcd8av_v1-eZbM-u4KE8eho60wvOatJKBq8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nK-vnsBUGcd8av_v1-eZbM-u4KE8eho60wvOatJKBq8/edit
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66. On information and belief, the forums referenced in the blog post included a 

presentation which alleged that “Serra is a symbol of [indigenous] suffering” and that “Serra is also 

a symbol of European empire [sic] and colonization, the negative effects of which are still felt 

worldwide. It doesn’t matter what his intentions were, it’s the practice and outcome that matter. 

Both are atrocious.”(See Exhibit B at 7) Despite these biased allegations, student sentiment was 

unmoved, as the same presentation catalogued a poll of 496 students regarding the proposed name 

change, of which 56.7% voted that “the name is fine the way it is.” (See Exhibit B at 11.) 

 

67. Sometime around August 2020, an alumni ballot was distributed through a unique 

web address29 that contained separate ballots for parents and alumni on which those groups would 

report their preferences for Junipero Serra High School’s name, mascot, and colors. Based on 

information and belief, participation in this poll required a Student Identification Number, which 

frustrated the ability of older alumni, parents, community members, and other stakeholders to 

participate. Based on information and belief, some of the results of these polls were distributed in a 

packet to the SDUSD Board of Trustees at the later March 9, 2021 board meeting. (See Exhibit C 

at 34–39.)  

/ / / 

                                                 

29 Name, Mascot, & Colors, https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/wellness/name-mascot-colors (last 
accessed July 8, 2021). 

https://serrahighschool.wixsite.com/wellness/name-mascot-colors
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68. According to the sole poll reported in the packet distributed to the SDUSD Board of 

Trustees and compiled by Dr. Renfree, from a poll of 1,243 respondents, 64.9% preferred keeping 

some form of Serra’s name in the high school moniker (33.8% supported shortening the name to 

Serra; 31.1% preferred no change at all.) Dr. Renfree and SDUSD’s preferred option—Canyon Hills 

High School—was the least popular response, at a mere 16.2% (See Exhibit C at 35 and below 

image). The poll was allegedly distributed to Junipero Serra High School alumni. However, neither 

Plaintiff alumni nor members of their families received the ballot and were unaware it existed: 

 

69. Similar surveys obtained from a public records request (See generally Exhibit D) 

revealed that of 28 staff members, 82.2% favored keeping Serra’s name in some form (67.9% in favor 

of shortening to “Serra”; 14.3% in favor of the longer name), while an unreported but far smaller 

number supported renaming the school to “Canyon Hills” (See Exhibit D at 1 and below image): 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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70. Moreover, in a poll of 246 parents, 46.3% favored maintaining Serra’s name (32.5% in 

favor of shortening to “Serra”; 13.8% in favor of keeping the longer name). Only here, in a poll of a 

far lower sample size than the one reproduced to the SDUSD Board of Trustees’ packet, did 

“Canyon Hills” enjoy a slim plurality of 37.8% preference, although combined support for some 

variation of the “Serra” still outnumbered that support (See Exhibit D at 6 and below image): 

 

71. Although the clear results of all polls conducted by SDUSD and Dr. Renfree 

indicated that the retention of Serra’s name in some form was the consistently preferred response 
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in all polling groups, including students, alumni, faculty, and parents, Dr. Renfree and SDUSD 

nevertheless ignored these results in favor of their own preferred name, Canyon Hills. They 

persisted in this willful ignorance although the name consistently polled lowest in all polls except in 

the parent poll, which had a mere fraction of the responses that the alumni poll received (cf. 246 

parent responses to 1,243 alumni responses). Moreover, although polls were conducted regarding 

the name change among students, alumni, parents, and faculty, the name-change poll results for the 

latter two were completely omitted from the packet of information distributed to the SDUSD Board 

of Trustees by Dr. Renfree, although the much more self-servingly favorable results for those two 

groups regarding the mascot name were included (See generally Exhibit B at 37–39)  

72. On information and belief, in addition to these numerous polls, a ballot was also 

provided to students in August 2020. On information and belief, the results of this vote were never 

made public nor were they provided to either the Naming Committee or the SDUSD Board of 

Trustees. Indeed, in the wake of the distribution of this ballot, on August 22, 2020, a concerned 

citizen inquired with Dr. Renfree as to “how many wanted the change” of the name and mascot, 

Dr. Renfree would not share the numbers and instead told her that “I believe . . . based on the data 

they are going to make changes.” (See Exhibit E) 

73. In short, although a clear, strong majority of stakeholders supported maintaining 

Junipero Serra High School’s original namesake in some form, Dr. Renfree and SDUSD 

nevertheless proceeded with their efforts to rename Junipero Serra High School and were willing to 

suppress and withhold valuable information and data in order to succeed in their efforts at all costs, 

lying about the results to make their agenda look more reasonable.  

74. In addition, on information and belief, Dr. Renfree and her agents inappropriately 

influenced students, SDUSD board members, and other stakeholders through anti-Catholic 

rhetoric and misrepresentations about Serra, Catholicism, and the mission system. This animus is 

on abundant display in the PowerPoint presentation issued concurrently with the above-discussed 

polls (See Exhibit B at 6–7). Of particular relevance, the presentation incorporated a list of libelous, 

historically inaccurate “Arguments against the ‘Serra’ Name” that are largely unaccepted by the 
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historical community, juxtaposed with an inert, halfhearted counterargument that can hardly be 

described as persuasive: 

 

 

75. Indeed, even the above counterargument is not immune to historical inaccuracies 

and omissions, overlooking the fact that although Mission San Diego de Alcala’s church building is 

not in Tierrasanta per se, Tierrasanta was nevertheless part of the Mission’s landholdings. 

The Clandestine Re-Naming Process 

76. On August 23, 2020, Dr. Renfree submitted a memorandum to be distributed to 

members of the SDUSD Name Change Committee and Board of Education. (See Exhibit C at 1) In 

that memorandum, Dr. Renfree wrote that, in the spirit of getting into “the sort of ‘good trouble’ 
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necessary to move our country forward,” she was bringing forward a petition “to change the name, 

mascot, and school colors of Junipero Serra High School.” (Id.) 

77. On information and belief, in the months leading up to the “Naming Committee’s” 

meeting and throughout the name change process, Dr. Renfree and Samer Naji were in close 

contact with members of local tribal organizations and other advocacy groups. This contact is 

demonstrated by the existence of two formal communications and numerous email messages. 

78. The first of these advocacy groups, the City of San Diego’s Human Relations 

Commission, sent a letter in support of the school’s name change on September 14, 2020. (See 

Exhibit C at 11–12.) The letter read in part that: 

When our public schools are named after individuals who advanced slavery, 
systemic racism, and genocide and we allow those names to remain on school 
property, we implicitly endorse their values as our own. This is no longer 
acceptable. It is time to change school names and mascots that memorialize 
religious and confederate leaders or sympathizers and all whose names 
supported and stained our history. As with the confederate names, using the name 
of Father Junipero Serra for school names and symbols has a traumatizing impact on 
students, families, teachers, and staff of all backgrounds. The financial costs of 
changing school names are minimal compared to the generations that suffered 
through, the slavery and genocide of our Native Americans, American slavery, the 
Confederacy, the Jim Crow era, massive resistance, and contemporary 
manifestation of systemic racism, like the school to prison pipeline. (emphasis 
added) 
 
79. Following the promulgation of the City of San Diego’s Human Relation’s 

Commission Letter, commission chair Shana Hazan and other members of the commission 

continued communicating with SDUSD by and through Samer Naji. (See Exhibit F.) As shown in 

documents obtained pursuant to a public records request, Samer Naji communicated extensively 

with both Ms. Hazan and other members. In a September 16, 2020 email, Ms. Hazan informed Mr. 

Naji that she would like a “member of the Human Relations Commission to attend” a meeting of 

the “Facilities Naming Committee.” (Id. at 7.) The following December, Ms. Hazan reiterated the 

commission’s desire of “provid[ing] public comment at the January committee meeting” and asks 

for “the name choices that the committee will be voting on in January.” (Id. at 2.) Samer Naji 

shared several choices, noting that “some interest was expressed during the school site’s outreach 

efforts to keep the same name, Junipero Serra High School. Additional comments suggested 
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shortening the name to Serra High School only, but I consider this option to be the same as 

keeping the current name.” (Id. at 1 [emphasis added].)  

80. The second of the advocacy groups to enjoy close contact with SDUSD throughout 

the naming process, the Kanap Kuahan Coalition, also sent SDUSD an email letter on January 28, 

2021 in support of the school’s name change, stating that it “is an affront to the original stewards 

and caretakers of this land that we all live on and benefit from to name an educational institution 

after their oppressor, and furthermore the mascot of that institution after their murderer.” (See 

Exhibit C at 8–9.) 

81. On information and belief, while the SDUSD’s “Naming Committee” received and 

reviewed the above-described position papers and communications from the San Diego Human 

Rights Commission and the Kanap Kuahan Coalition, no similar opportunity was offered for 

responsive papers rebutting their positions.  

82. On January 8, 2021, SDUSD Facilities Communications Supervisor Samer Naji 

tendered a letter to the SDUSD Board of Trustees informing them that a “Names Committee” was 

formed consisting of twelve members, including six district representatives and six “community 

representatives.” (See Exhibit G.) On information and belief, no “community representative” is 

from Tierrasanta or the Murphy Canyon area where the school is located.   

83. On January 20, 2021, SDUSD Facilities Communications Liaison Jamie Ries 

distributed a draft email memorandum to be circulated to members of the SDUSD “Naming 

Committee.” The memorandum read in part that “more than 1200 Serra High School stakeholders 

were surveyed on renaming Junipero Serra High School” and falsely claimed that “the majority 

voted in favor of changing the name from ‘Junipero Serra High School’ to ‘Canyon Hills High 

School.’” (Exhibit H at 1.) Dr. Renfree approved this letter although, on information and belief, she 

was aware that the majority of respondents supported retention of Serra’s name in some form. (Id.) 

That same draft letter also stated that the re-naming issue was “an urgent issue . . . that needs your 

attention by the end of this weekend (Sunday at the latest.)” (Id.) 

84. In addition, despite the clear data demonstrating that the majority of respondents 

preferred maintaining Serra’s name in some form described above, SDUSD Facilities 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

 

25 
Verified Petition for Writ of Mandate and Complaint 

 

 

 

Communications Supervisor, Samer Naji, in his letter to the SDUSD “Naming Committee,” 

misleadingly stated that “[o]f the 1,243 people that took the time to complete the survey, the 

majority voted for changing the name from Junipero Serra High School to something else.” (See 

Exhibit I.) Moreover, Naji outright misrepresented which result received the most support, 

claiming that “of the alternative names, Canyon Hills High received the most votes.” In truth, as 

discussed above, by a large margin, the shortened “Serra” name was preferred. (Id.) Based on 

information and belief, Samer Naji was biased, as reflected by the fact that he signed the petition to 

change the name of Junipero Serra High School in the first place. 

85. On information and belief, the meeting of the “Naming Committee” was not public 

and was not noticed to the public at any point. 

86. On February 3, 2021, Samer Naji emailed members of the City of San Diego’s 

Human Relations Commission and announced to them that his colleague had “successfully routed 

the name change through [the] School Names Committee.” (See Exhibit J.) He noted in that same 

email that the name change would go forward “to the full school board for a formal vote at a public 

meeting” and that he had “scheduled the item for the upcoming meeting on February 9 at 

5:00pm.” On information and belief, this meeting was delayed until the following month. 

87. On February 8, 2021, Samer Naji emailed Dr. Renfree, indicating that he would 

attempt to coordinate a meeting between Dr. Renfree and the Kanap Kuahan Coalition. (See 

Exhibit K.) The Kanap Kuahan Coalition had already provided written input, containing marked 

anti-Catholic sentiments, on January 28, 2021, as discussed in paragraph 81, supra.  

The March 9, 2021 SDUSD Board of Trustees Meeting 

88. Around March 9, 2021, the SDUSD Board of Trustees posted its agenda regarding 

an upcoming regular meeting of the Board of Trustees. The notice stated that agenda item four 

would involve a “Recommendation to Change the Name, Mascot, and Colors of Junipero Serra 

High School to Canyon Hills High School/Mat Kwatup KunKun, The Rattlers / ‘ewii tenwai, Red 

and Black Primary Colors and Gray and White Complementary Colors.” (See Exhibit A.) The 

notice in no way stated that the agenda item would involve finalized approval of the name change 

itself. Rather, a more natural reading of the agenda item was that the Board of Trustees would vote 
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on issuing a recommendation to the School itself, and its various stakeholders, that they should 

consider changing the School’s name. On information and belief, this notice violated the notice 

requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act. (Gov. Code, § 54950, et seq.) On July 14, 2021, prior to 

filing this Complaint, Plaintiffs issued a letter noticing Defendants of their violation of the Brown 

Act.  

89. Neither Plaintiffs nor the Tierrasanta community at large were made aware or 

received notice of this meeting topic. On information and belief, Dr. Renfree and Samer Naji 

worked to speed the issue to the attention of the Board of Trustees in order to avoid alerting the 

majority of the Tierrasanta community of the opportunity to be heard by the Board of Trustees 

because they knew that the majority were not in favor of removing Serra’s name from the school. 

90. At some point prior to the March 9, 2021 meeting, Dr. Renfree accumulated a 

seventy-page packet of information regarding the proposed name change. That packet is attached 

hereto as Exhibit B. As discussed above with reference to the statistics mentioned in paragraphs 68 

through 72, supra, this packet omitted significant statistical data regarding the level of support that 

retaining Serra’s name enjoyed among stakeholders. The packet also completely failed to include 

statistical data reporting how Junipero Serra High School students actually voted regarding which 

name they wished to have for their school. On information and belief, the packet was approved for 

review by SDUSD personnel, including Samer Naji, Andrew Sharp, Nicole DeWitt, Andra M 

Greene, Lee Dulgeroff, Gamy Rayburn, and Greg Ottinger. 

91. At the March 9, 2021 meeting itself, although the agenda only referenced a 

recommendation to change the school’s name, Board Trustee for District B, Kevin Beiser 

nevertheless brought a motion to change the name of Junipero Serra High School. Thus, while the 

language of the agenda indicate that the Board was going to consider a recommendation for renaming, 

Trustee Kevin Beiser slipped into the meeting a motion to rename instead. 

92. Subsequent to Trustee Kevin Beiser’s motion, Dr. Renfree appeared to provide a 

SDUSD staff presentation regarding the proposed name change. In her remarks, Dr. Renfree falsely 

claimed that the name change effort was “student led,” despite the fact that she initiated the name 

change effort herself in an attempt to ride the coattails of students’ efforts to change the mascot 
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alone. (See paragraph 63, supra). She also represented that she “had thousands of people weigh 

in,” which “included all stakeholders including alumni, community members, students, parents” 

and “the tribal communities who I have met with and many [who] I convinced to be here 

tonight.”30 On information and belief, Dr. Renfree’s remarks referenced the meeting with the 

Kanap Kuahan Coalition facilitated by Samer Naji and referenced in paragraph 88, supra. 

93. Following Dr. Renfree’s remarks, six public comments were accepted to be heard by 

the Board of Trustees. Of the six, four of them were members of various Kumeyaay bands, 

including Angela Elliott Santos, the Chairman of the Manzanita Band of the Kumeyaay Nation and 

member of the Kanap Kuahan Coalition. Ms. Santos represented that the name change was 

necessary to “stop glorifying someone who allowed the destruction, desecration, enslavement and 

murder of a people that have lived in peace for 12,000 years.” She also represented that the tribe is 

delighted by the school’s new proposed mascot—the rattlesnake—which Ms. Santos claimed “is 

sacred to our people.” 

94. The only two public comments received from bona fide Tierrasanta residents were 

two of the students who organized the effort to bring a new mascot to Junipero Serra High School; 

Annie Do and Charlotte Taila. No comments were received from alumni, parents, or other 

members of the Tierrasanta community. 

95. After the close of public comment, SDUSD Board Member Zachary Patterson 

thanked Dr. Renfree for providing a “detailed” packet of information to aid them in rendering their 

decision. On information and belief, this was the misleadingly incomplete packet of information 

referenced in Paragraph 91, supra. SDUSD then unanimously voted to change Junipero Serra High 

School’s name to Canyon Hills High School/Mat Kwatup KunKun. As part of the same vote, 

SDUSD also voted to change the school’s mascot from a conquistador to a rattlesnake.31 

                                                 

30 San Diego Unified Board of Education Meeting (Mar. 9, 2021), https://youtu.be/NzvTAu0iuMw.  

31 Taketa, San Diego Unified changes name of Junipero Serra High School, removes conquistador mascot 
(Mar. 9, 2021) San Diego Union Tribune, 
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/story/2021-03-09/san-diego-unified-
changes-name-of-junipero-serra-high-school-conquistador-mascot-after-students-said-they-were 
 

https://youtu.be/NzvTAu0iuMw
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/story/2021-03-09/san-diego-unified-changes-name-of-junipero-serra-high-school-conquistador-mascot-after-students-said-they-were
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/story/2021-03-09/san-diego-unified-changes-name-of-junipero-serra-high-school-conquistador-mascot-after-students-said-they-were
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Tierrasanta Finally Receives Notice 

96. It was on March 9, 2021, following the close of the SDUSD board meeting, that 

Plaintiffs and Tierrasanta residents first received notice of the SDUSD board meeting and “Names 

Committee” meetings regarding Junipero Serra High School’s name change in the form of news 

articles and reports regarding the newly-approved name change. The name change greatly 

distressed Plaintiffs, alumni, parents, students, and the community at large. Junipero Serra High 

School is an integral part of the local community, and a point of pride for its residents. The fact that 

the name was to be changed was a complete surprise to them, and the fact that SDUSD held a board 

meeting regarding the change was unknown to Plaintiffs and other members of the Tierrasanta 

community at large.  

97. Based on information and belief, Defendants never notified the Tierra Times—the 

local community newspaper delivered to all households in Tierrasanta and Murphy Canyon—of the 

proposed name change.  Nor did Defendants post the proposed name change on the school 

electronic marquee at the corner of Santo Road and Tierrasanta Boulevard--seen by thousands of 

Tierrasanta residents who drive by it every day.  These things could have easily been done, but 

Defendants failed to do so. 

98. The widespread lack of notice regarding the proposed name change, and Dr. Renfree 

and SDUSD’s general failure to provide notice, is abundantly illustrated by the local reaction 

regarding the name change during the June 16, 2021 meeting of the Tierrasanta Community 

Council (“TCC”). On information and belief, Dr. Renfree appeared at the meeting and although 

she misrepresented the extent of her involvement in the name change efforts, she apologized for the 

lack of notice to the community and promised to do better next time. 

99. In response to the public outcry at its June 16, 2021 meeting, the TCC sent a letter to 

SDUSD on June 20, 2021, acknowledging that it “heard concerns from a group of concerned 

residents regarding the process employed in deciding to rename Junipero Serra High School. This 

group felt that there was not adequate notice given nor opportunity to provide their voice in the 

                                                 

(last accessed July 6, 2021). 
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renaming decision. Subsequent to hearing these concerns the TCC voted to request that the name 

change be rescinded and a new process started to re-evaluate that decision.” The TCC’s 

request reflects the clear, obvious conclusion that Defendants rushed this process, and that at the 

very least it needs to be redone properly. 

100. On information and belief, prior to the March 9, 2021 SDUSD board meeting, 

Defendants had ample opportunity to inform the Tierrasanta community of its plans. For example, 

on information and belief, Dr. Renfree appeared before the Tierrasanta Kiwanis group as a guest 

speaker on September 16, 2020 to discuss instruction during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

operations and safety protocols for return, and to update the community on new building projects. 

On information and belief, at this meeting, which occurred several months before the SDUSD 

“Naming Committee” was formed, Dr. Renfree misrepresented to Kiwanis attendees that the 

name change was a done deal and that she had followed all required criteria. She did not request 

public input. 

101. Despite the widespread community upheaval, Dr. Renfree and SDUSD have 

proceeded as though their name change was procedurally proper. Serra High School has granted 

bids for major construction at the Junipero Serra High School site in the amount of $22 million. On 

information and belief, a portion of this amount will be spent to rebrand the campus under its new 

Canyon Hills High School moniker. Already, new benches have been installed with the revised 

name: 
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102. The public reaction to Defendants’ renaming of the school was overwhelmingly 

negative, with members of the public, including Plaintiffs, doing their own research and uncovering 

the numerous procedural errors and omissions described above. 

103. In response to this overwhelmingly negative sentiment, Defendant Kevin Beiser 

issued a statement on behalf of SDUSD, incorrectly characterizing the “effort to rename Serra 

High School” as “student led.” Moreover, he couched the renaming amid a general trend across 

California toward Serra’s erasure, including the removal of Serra monuments at Stanford 

University, the removal of Serra statutes from city halls, and other memorials. The official 

statement of SDUSD, therefore, couched Serra’s erasure from its Tierrasanta high school campus 

as a way of taking part in a “statewide dialogue” about “genocide”—all of which are fringe 

positions not accepted by the historical community and disparage Serra’s memory and religion. 

(See Exhibit L.) A number of concerned citizens also appeared at a July 13, 2021 meeting of the 

SDUSD Board of Trustees, providing public comment asking the Board to rescind the name 

change. SDUSD took no action. 

SDUSD’s Internal Procedural Impropriety 

104. Throughout the name change process, Defendants engaged in procedural 

gymnastics in an attempt to circumvent proper notice procedures, change district regulations, and 

render their preferred name choice a fate accompli. In so doing, Defendants run afoul of basic Due 

Process concerns and deprive Plaintiffs of their Due Process rights. 

105. For example, between 1964 and January 2021, SDUSD continually maintained a 

consistent, coherent policy for naming district schools. Defined under Section E-3300 of the 

SDUSD 2020 policy manual, the provision provided, in part, that: 

The Board of Education shall consider all names recommended by the Committee 
on School Names and shall name all schools and facilities. The following criteria for 
screening school and facility names have been adopted by the Board of Education 
[. . .] a. Schools and facilities may be named for a location or for a person; b. In 
naming a school or facility after a person, primary consideration should be given to 
those individuals who have made a significant contribution to education in the 
community, state, or nation. Documentation must accompany each suggested 
name; c. Recognizing that the ethnic and cultural composition of a local school 
community will change and that school and facility names are permanent, the 
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name selected should have broad acceptance in a multicultural society. (emphasis 
added) 

 
106. However, on January 26, 2021, in the midst of Defendants’ efforts to re-name 

Junipero Serra High School, SDUSD superseded E-3300 with BP-7310, which provides that:  

The Board shall name district schools and other district-owned or leased buildings, 
grounds, and facilities in recognition of (1) Individuals and entities that have made 
outstanding contributions, including financial contributions, to the school 
community; (2) Individuals who have made contributions of statewide, national, or 
worldwide significance; (3) The geographic area in which the school or building is 
located. The Board encourages community participation in the process of selecting 
names. A citizen advisory committee shall be appointed by the Superintendent to 
review name suggestions and submit recommendations for the Board’s 
consideration. Name changes shall be made by the Board in consideration of the 
committee’s recommendation(s) or upon its own initiatives [. . .] Before adopting 
any proposed name, the Board shall hold a public hearing at which members of the 
public will be given an opportunity to provide input. 
 
  
107. The new provision deleted the reference in E-3300 to “permanent” names and 

instituted a new procedure that made no reference to names being permanent and developed rules 

regarding (1) the formation of a “citizen advisory committee” to guide the re-naming efforts and 

(2) a provision requiring a public hearing before a name is adopted. On information and belief, 

Defendants adopted this new provision for the express purpose of paving the way for the ability to 

re-name Junipero Serra High School during a pandemic when public oversight would be minimal. 

108. Regardless of the purpose behind the revised regulation, however, SDUSD’s 

resolution and board meeting nevertheless violated its own internal procedures governing public 

communication about decision making, including B-3150 (“In order to encourage maximum 

attendance and participation by citizens of the school district, it is a policy of the Board of 

Education to give wide dissemination to notices of regular, adjourned, and special meetings of 

the board”) (emphasis added). On information and belief, no such wide notice was provided to 

either Plaintiffs or the Tierrasanta community. Moreover, in selecting “Canyon Hills High 

School/Mat Kwatup KunKun” as the school’s new moniker, SDUSD further violated their own 

new, revised BP-7310 which requires that schools be named for either individuals or their geographic 

area. On information and belief, Canyon Hills is not a name for the Tierrasanta region. 
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109. Moreover, due to the continuing COVID-19 crisis, which ran concurrently with the 

time that the subject meeting occurred, on information and belief the meeting was only held by 

internet conference and no in-person participation was permitted. Such a prohibition can and did 

frustrate the ability of community members, including Plaintiffs, to participate, especially where 

such members lacked access to or did not possess knowledge of how to operate the required 

technology. Thus, a wide swath of the Tierrasanta community was barred or frustrated from being 

able to make their opinion known to the Board. 

Improper Discrimination on Basis of Religion 

110. From Dr. Renfree’s initial suggestion that the School’s named be changed, which 

she sought to cloak with the veneer of being part of a “student movement,” to the SDUSD board’s 

unanimous vote without fair notice and adequate public hearing, the entire effort to rebrand 

Junipero Serra High School has demonstrated systemic, deep-seated, anti-Catholic motivations. 

Moreover, while actual stakeholders, including community residents, students, parents, and 

alumni, were frozen out of the rushed efforts to change the school’s name, Dr. Renfree and Samer 

Naji made efforts to ensure that organizations hostile to Serra’s name being on the school had 

opportunities for face-to-face contact with Dr. Renfree and other SDUSD personnel.  

111. Both the Federal and California constitutions forbid “any type of discrimination or 

preference’ in ‘the enjoyment of religious profession,” and: 

‘Religious guarantees in our constitutions stem not from opposition to religion 
but from respect for it—and for the right of each person to determine for himself 
his fundamental faith. Children, as they become aware of the religious differences of 
our people, should be made to understand the true character of the public school’s 
religious neutrality; the omission of religious services from the public-school 
curriculum should never be allowed to assume the appearance of state hostility 
toward religion. Although direct instruction in religious principles may not be given 
in the public schools, it does not follow that every reference to anything religious is 
prohibited. A course in the history of California which did not describe the early 
Catholic missions is unthinkable; Father Junipero Serra is justly regarded as one of 
the great figures in our history and in fact his statute is one of two representing 
California in the Hall of Fame at the nation’s capitol.  

(Citizens for Parental Rights v. San Mateo County Bd. of Education (1975) 51 Cal.App.3d 1, fn. 26 

[emphasis added].) Thus, “[t]he clearest command of the Establishment Clause is that one 
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religious denomination cannot be officially preferred over another.” (Larson v. Valente (1982) 456 

U.S. 228, 244.) “The fullest realization of true religious liberty requires that government neither 

engage in nor compel religious practices, that it effect no favoritism among sects or between 

religion and nonreligion, and that it work deterrence of no religious belief.” (School Dist. of 

Abington Tp., Pa. v. Schempp (1963) 374 U.S. 203, 305 [Goldberg, J. concurring].)  

112. In other words, the First Amendment “affirmatively mandates accommodation, not 

merely tolerance, of all religions, and forbids hostility toward any.” (Lynch v. Donnelly (1984) 465 

U.S. 668. 673.) In determining whether the government is “taking sides,” religious imagery on 

municipal displays that has a historical pedigree has a “strong presumption of constitutionality,” 

and the removal of such imagery evinces unconstitutional hostility toward religion. (American 

Legion v. American Humanist Association (2019) 139 S.Ct. 2067, 2085; Paulson v. Abdelnour (4th 

Dist., Div. 1, 2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 400, 420.) 

113. The actions of SDUSD board members and Dr. Renfree in no way evince any form 

of respect for religion, evidenced by her presentation’s statement that “it doesn’t matter what 

[Serra’s] intentions were, it’s the practice and outcome that matter. Both are atrocious.” (See 

Exhibit B at 6.) Such statements do not evince even the appearance of neutrality toward religion, 

but rather manifest outright hostility toward its practice. In addition, Dr. Renfree’s and Samer 

Naji’s willingness to engage tribal interests in the re-naming process, while freezing out both 

secular and Christian interests, evinces that SDUSD, indeed, improperly “took sides” during the 

re-naming process. 

114. Taken against the backdrop of a surge of anti-Catholic sentiments sweeping across 

this country, Dr. Renfree’s actions, the wholesale rush to change Junipero Serra High School’s 

name, without proper notice to stakeholders and without consultation of proper surveys and polls, 

the motivation for the change is clear: Defendants seek nothing less than the complete erasure of 

San Diego’s missionary heritage in favor of alternative, indigenous and pagan religions. Evidence of 

such favor is evinced by SDUSD’s adoption of a venomous serpent—a creature regarded as 

kdenworth
Typewritten Text
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“sacred” by the local Kumeyaay community, but considered a cursed creature in the Christian 

religion32—as the school’s new mascot. 

115. Such preferential treatment of indigenous sacred beliefs, and simultaneous 

disparagement of Christian beliefs, additionally violates SDUSD’s Policy Manual. (See, e.g., 

BP 6141.2 [“Instruction about religion shall not promote or denigrate the beliefs or customs of 

any particular religion or sect, nor should a preference be shown for one religious viewpoint over 

another”] [emphasis added]; BP 6144 [“Instruction shall be presented in a balanced manner, 

addressing all sides of the issue without bias or prejudice and without promoting any particular 

point of view”] [emphasis added]; and BP 0410(a) [“District programs, activities, and practices 

shall be free from discrimination based on [. . .] religion] [emphasis added].) 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

                                                 

32 “The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all 
animals and among all wild creatures; upon you belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 
of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:14-15, NRSV.  
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FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

Violation of Procedural Rights in the Due Process Clause of  

Article I, § 7 of the California Constitution 

(Brought by All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

116. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference all allegations contained in the preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

117. Plaintiffs, and the Tierrasanta community at large, have property and liberty 

interests in the proper functioning and running of the schools in their community. They specifically 

have property and liberty interests in the name of Junipero Serra High School. Plaintiffs, and the 

Tierrasanta community at large, have a statutorily or regulatorily conferred right to participate in 

the naming of the schools in their community.  

118. Plaintiffs, and the Tierrasanta community at large, have property and liberty 

interests in the name of Junipero Serra High School due to their interests under Article I, §§ 1 & 

2(a) of the California Constitution (“Freedom of Speech and Association rights.”) Defendants’ 

marring of the public image of Junipero Serra and those who identify with him through false, 

misleading, bigoted, and defamatory accusations of racism, colonization, genocide, slavery, and 

other human rights abuses as set forth above violated Plaintiffs’ property and liberty interests. 

Plaintiffs have expressive and associational interests as students, teachers, former teachers, and 

alumni of the affected school insofar as such alumni and others associated with the school in 

question, including the families of current and former students of that school, express themselves 

through, and associate and affiliate themselves with, the name of their alma mater. For these family 

members, students, former teachers and alumni, the name ‘Junipero Serra’ has also acquired a 

Secondary Meaning, much like a commonly named trademark such as Apple has become primarily 

associated with a particular producer of computers.  In addition to a revered missionary, the 

’Junipero Serra” name has become associated with 45 years of community contributions, academic 

and athletic achievements, and tradition at Serra High School. Moreover, Defendants’ disparaging 

remarks and activities have depreciated the value of a Junipero Serra High School diploma by 

disparaging the reputation of its namesake, as well as depreciated the value of the time and money 
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that Plaintiffs have contributed to the school over the years. 

119. Because of Plaintiffs’ property, liberty, and statutory/regulatory interests in 

Junipero Serra High School, they were entitled to Due Process rights before adverse action was 

taken against Junipero Serra High School and Plaintiffs themselves. 

120. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ rights under Article I, § 7 of the California 

Constitution (“Due Process rights”), by taking arbitrary and clandestine action to rename Junipero 

Serra High School without holding a properly noticed public hearing regarding the school and 

including interested members of the Tierrasanta community regarding the renaming of the school, 

in violation of their own standards and without actual notice to relevant stakeholders. 

121. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by taking arbitrary and capricious 

action to rename Junipero Serra High School based on an erroneous and biased fact gathering 

process by Dr. Renfree, students, and other agents of SDUSD.  

122. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by proceeding with their vote on 

March 9, 2021 when, due to the pandemic, the general public was not permitted to organize and 

prepare and appear in person to provide public comment on the renaming of Junipero Serra High 

School, when there was no urgent legally recognized need for the hearing to proceed under such 

circumstances where robust debate would be limited, and where participation by interested persons 

(e.g., economically disadvantaged or elderly people who lack access to or do not understand 

computers) would also be limited due to their lack of access to, or the ability to use, the technology 

needed to participate in the hearing.  

123. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by providing advance notice only 

of a proposed resolution that would issue a recommendation regarding the renaming of Junipero 

Serra High School, but then announcing at the meeting that a motion would actually rename 

Junipero Serra High School. 

124. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law and will suffer serious and irreparable 

harm to their statutorily and constitutionally protected rights unless Defendants are enjoined from 

acting to rename Junipero Serra High School—at least pending a properly noticed hearing at which 

Plaintiffs and other Tierrasanta stakeholders will provide appropriate public comment. 
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125. Plaintiffs have found it necessary to engage the services of private counsel to 

vindicate their rights—and the rights of all Tierrasanta residents—under the law. In light of the 

benefit this action will bring to all students, residents, and alumni of Junipero Serra High School 

and Tierrasanta, Plaintiffs and their counsel are entitled to an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

Violation of Establishment Clause of Article I, § 4 of the California Constitution 

(Brought by All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

126. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference all allegations contained in the preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

127. The California Constitution provides that “[t]he Legislature shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of religion.” (Cal. Const., art I, § 4.) “California courts alone 

determine the rights guaranteed by the California Constitution so long as those rights extend equal or 

greater protection to those guaranteed by the federal Constitution under totally similar provisions of 

the Bill of Rights.” (Feminist Women’s Health Center, Inc. v. Philibosian (1984) 157 Cal.App.3d 1076, 

1086 [italics added] [citing Mandel v. Hodges (1976) 54 Cal.App.3d 596, 616].) 

128. “The clearest command of the Establishment Clause is that one religious 

denomination cannot be officially preferred over another.” (Larson v. Valente (1982) 456 U.S. 228, 

244.) Thus, the Establishment Clause “forbids hostility toward any” religion. (Lynch v. Donnelly 

(1984) 465 U.S. 668, 673). 

129. In determining whether the government is unconstitutionally “taking sides,” 

religious symbols in public places that have a historical pedigree has “a strong presumption of 

constitutionality.” (Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc. v. County of Lehigh (3d Cir. 2019) 933 

F.3d 275, 281 [quoting American Legion v. American Humanist Association (2019) 139 S.Ct. 2067, 

2085.) Due to their historical pedigree, the removal of such symbols per se evinces unconstitutional 

hostility to religion. (American Legion, supra, 139 S.Ct. at 2074, 2084–85, 2086–87, 2090; Paulson v. 

Abdelnour (4th Dist., Div. 1, 2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 400, 420.) 

/ / / 
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130. Defendants’ actions evince an unconstitutional preference for the religious 

symbolism of one faith to the detriment of another. By selecting the rattlesnake as the school’s new 

mascot, which tribal members have stated is a sacred creature to their people, and removing the 

name of a Catholic saint from the school, Defendants are clearly endorsing and celebrating the 

religion of one group at the expense of another. 

131. In addition, Dr. Renfree’s actions evince unconstitutional hostility to religion. Dr. 

Renfree specifically cited a nationwide uptick in anti-Catholicism to justify her own attack on an 

important Catholic figure. She then went further, and expressed her own deep-seated anti-Catholic 

bigotry in presenting the “pros” and “cons” of the keeping the name of Junipero Serra. The 

“pros” were not “pros” and the “cons” were outright lies. Defendants’ actions were driven by 

clear religious animus, as demonstrated by their justification for such actions relying upon libelous, 

inaccurate statements about the role of the missions and Father Serra’s ministry in the context of 

native people’s struggles. Moreover, the statements improperly ignore great swaths of the historical 

record in a self-serving fashion, failing to grapple with any of the 2,420 documents and 7,500 pages 

of testimony that supported his canonization as a Saint, including Serra’s own letters. As Pope 

Francis shared in his homily at Serra’s canonization, “Junipero sought to defend the dignity of the 

native community, to protect it from those who had mistreated and abused it.” Indeed, Serra 

himself wrote in January 1780 that “every one of us came here for the single purpose of doing [the 

Indians] good and for their eternal salvation; and I feel sure that everyone knows that we love 

them.” Defendants’ conclusory statements, marshalled without evidence but accompanied with an 

exhortation that readers “educate” themselves, are negligent at best, if not willfully misleading, and 

denigrate Serra’s memory, his religious faith, and that of those who share it. 

132. Plaintiffs Denise Barrow, Janet Bartel, Charles Cox, Carol Di Nal, Angela Elfman, 

Rosemary Groom, Gail Janes, Gloria Lewis, Michael R. Mele, Larry Weddel, Stephen A. 

Zapoticzny, and Susan A. Zapoticzny are members of the Catholic Church. Each of them viewed 

and continues to view Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be 

an attack on their religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens.  

133. Plaintiffs Birney Groom, Diana C. Keyes, Jesse H. Keyes, III, Russell L. Stai, 
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Margaret R. Stai, and Robert C. Wright are Christians. Each of them viewed and continues to view 

Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be an attack on their 

religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens. 

134. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law and will suffer serious and irreparable 

harm to their statutorily and constitutionally protected rights unless Defendants are enjoined from 

acting to rename Junipero Serra High School. 

135. Plaintiffs have found it necessary to engage the services of private counsel to 

vindicate their rights—and the rights of all Tierrasanta residents—under the law. In light of the 

benefit this action will bring to all students, residents, and alumni of Junipero Serra High School 

and Tierrasanta, Plaintiffs and their counsel are entitled to an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

Violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution  

(Brought by All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

136. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference all allegations contained in the preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

137. The First Amendment prohibits any “law respecting an establishment of religion.” 

(U.S. Const., amend. I.) “The clearest command of the Establishment Clause is that one religious 

denomination cannot be officially preferred over another.” (Larson v. Valente (1982) 456 U.S. 228, 

244.) Thus, the Establishment Clause “forbids hostility toward any” religion. (Lynch v. Donnelly 

(1984) 465 U.S. 668, 673). 

138. In determining whether the government is unconstitutionally “taking sides,” 

religious symbols in public places that have a historical pedigree has “a strong presumption of 

constitutionality.” (Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc. v. County of Lehigh (3d Cir. 2019) 933 

F.3d 275, 281 [quoting American Legion v. American Humanist Association (2019) 139 S.Ct. 2067, 

2085.) Due to their historical pedigree, the removal of such symbols per se evinces unconstitutional 

hostility to religion. (American Legion, supra, 139 S.Ct. at 2074, 2084–85, 2086–87, 2090; Paulson v. 

Abdelnour (4th Dist., Div. 1, 2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 400, 420.) 
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139. Defendants’ actions evince an unconstitutional preference for the religious 

symbolism of one faith to the detriment of another. By selecting the rattlesnake as the school’s new 

mascot, which tribal members have stated is a sacred creature to their people, and removing the 

name of a Catholic saint from the school, Defendants are clearly endorsing and celebrating the 

religion of one group at the expense of another. 

140. In addition, Dr. Renfree’s actions evince unconstitutional hostility to religion. Dr. 

Renfree specifically cited a nationwide uptick in anti-Catholicism to justify her own attack on an 

important Catholic figure. She then went further, and expressed her own deep-seated anti-Catholic 

bigotry in presenting the “pros” and “cons” of the keeping the name of Junipero Serra. The 

“pros” were not “pros” and the “cons” were outright lies. Defendants’ actions were driven by 

clear religious animus, as demonstrated by their justification for such actions relying upon libelous, 

inaccurate statements about the role of the missions and Father Serra’s ministry in the context of 

native people’s struggles. Moreover, the statements improperly ignore great swaths of the historical 

record in a self-serving fashion, failing to grapple with any of the 2,420 documents and 7,500 pages 

of testimony that supported his canonization as a Saint, including Serra’s own letters. As Pope 

Francis shared in his homily at Serra’s canonization, “Junipero sought to defend the dignity of the 

native community, to protect it from those who had mistreated and abused it.” Indeed, Serra 

himself wrote in January 1780 that “every one of us came here for the single purpose of doing [the 

Indians] good and for their eternal salvation; and I feel sure that everyone knows that we love 

them.” Defendants’ conclusory statements, marshalled without evidence but accompanied with an 

exhortation that readers “educate” themselves, are negligent at best, if not willfully misleading, and 

denigrate Serra’s memory, his religious faith, and that of those who share it. 

141. Plaintiffs Denise Barrow, Janet Bartel, Charles Cox, Carol Di Nal, Angela Elfman, 

Rosemary Groom, Gail Janes, Gloria Lewis, Michael R. Mele, Larry Weddel, Stephen A. 

Zapoticzny, and Susan A. Zapoticzny are members of the Catholic Church. Each of them viewed 

and continues to view Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be 

an attack on their religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens.  

/ / / 
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142. Plaintiffs Birney Groom, Diana C. Keyes, Jesse H. Keyes, III, Russell L. Stai, 

Margaret R. Stai, and Robert C. Wright are Christians. Each of them viewed and continues to view 

Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be an attack on their 

religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens. 

143. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law and will suffer serious and irreparable 

harm to their statutorily and constitutionally protected rights unless Defendants are enjoined from 

acting to rename Junipero Serra High School. 

144. Plaintiffs have found it necessary to engage the services of private counsel to 

vindicate their rights—and the rights of all Tierrasanta residents—under the law. In light of the 

benefit this action will bring to all students, residents, and alumni of Junipero Serra High School 

and Tierrasanta, Plaintiffs and their counsel are entitled to an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

Writ of Mandate 

(Brought by All Plaintiffs Against All Defendants) 

145. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference all allegations contained in the preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

146. A writ of mandate may be issued by any court to a department or agency to compel 

the performance of an act which the law specially requires. (Code Civ. Proc., § 1085(a).) 

147. Mandamus is available to correct an agency’s abuse of discretion through action in 

derogation of the applicable legal standards. (Ochoa v. Anaheim City School Dist. (2017) 11 

Cal.App.5th 209, 223, fn.3.) This includes a failure to comply with the requirements of the 

California and federal constitutions. (Wenke v. Hitchcock (1972) 6 Cal.3d 746, 751.) 

Count I: Procedural Due Process 

148. Plaintiffs, and the Tierrasanta community at large, have property and liberty 

interests in the proper functioning and running of the schools in their community. They specifically 

have property and liberty interests in the name of Junipero Serra High School. Plaintiffs, and the 

Tierrasanta community at large, have a statutorily or regulatorily conferred right to participate in 
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the naming of the schools in their community.  

149. Plaintiffs, and the Tierrasanta community at large, have property and liberty 

interests in the name of Junipero Serra High School due to their interests under Article I, §§ 1 & 

2(a) of the California Constitution (“Freedom of Speech and Association rights.”) Defendants’ 

marring of the public image of Junipero Serra and those who identify with him through false, 

misleading, bigoted, and defamatory accusations of racism, colonization, genocide, slavery, and 

other human rights abuses as set forth above violated Plaintiffs’ property and liberty interests. 

Plaintiffs have expressive and associational interests as students, teachers, former teachers, and 

alumni of the affected school insofar as such alumni and others associated with the school in 

question, including the families of current and former students of that school, express themselves 

through, and associate and affiliate themselves with, the name of their alma mater. For these family 

members, students, former teachers and alumni, the name ‘Junipero Serra’ has also acquired a 

Secondary Meaning, much like a commonly named trademark such as Apple has become primarily 

associated with a particular producer of computers.  In addition to a revered missionary, the 

’Junipero Serra” name has become associated with 45 years of community contributions, academic 

and athletic achievements, and tradition at Serra High School. Moreover, Defendants’ disparaging 

remarks and activities have depreciated the value of a Junipero Serra High School diploma by 

disparaging the reputation of its namesake, as well as depreciated the value of the time and money 

that Plaintiffs have contributed to the school over the years. 

150. Because of Plaintiffs’ property, liberty, and statutory/regulatory interests in 

Junipero Serra High School, they were entitled to Due Process rights before adverse action was 

taken against Junipero Serra High School and Plaintiffs themselves. 

151. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ rights under Article I, § 7 of the California 

Constitution (“Due Process rights”), by taking arbitrary and clandestine action to rename Junipero 

Serra High School without holding a properly noticed public hearing regarding the school and 

including interested members of the Tierrasanta community regarding the renaming of the school, 

in violation of their own standards and without actual notice to relevant stakeholders. 

/ / / 
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152. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by taking arbitrary and capricious 

action to rename Junipero Serra High School based on an erroneous and biased fact gathering 

process by Dr. Renfree, students, and other agents of SDUSD.  

153. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by proceeding with their vote on 

March 9, 2021 when, due to the pandemic, the general public was not permitted to organize and 

prepare and appear in person to provide public comment on the renaming of Junipero Serra High 

School, when there was no urgent legally recognized need for the hearing to proceed under such 

circumstances where robust debate would be limited, and where participation by interested persons 

(e.g., economically disadvantaged or elderly people who lack access to or understand computers) 

would also be limited due to their lack of access to, or their ability to use, the technology needed to 

attend the hearing.  

154. Defendants violated Plaintiffs’ Due Process rights by providing advance notice only 

of a proposed resolution that would issue a recommendation regarding the renaming of Junipero 

Serra High School, but then announcing at the meeting that a motion would actually rename 

Junipero Serra High School. 

Count II: Establishment Clauses 

155. The First Amendment prohibits any “law respecting an establishment of religion.” 

(U.S. Const., amend. I.) Similarly, the California Constitution provides that “[t]he Legislature shall 

make no law respecting an establishment of religion.” (Cal. Const., art I, § 4.) “California courts 

alone determine the rights guaranteed by the California Constitution so long as those rights extend 

equal or greater protection to those guaranteed by the federal Constitution under totally similar 

provisions of the Bill of Rights.” (Feminist Women’s Health Center, Inc. v. Philibosian (1984) 157 

Cal.App.3d 1076, 1086 [italics added] [citing Mandel v. Hodges (1976) 54 Cal.App.3d 596, 616].) 

156. “The clearest command of the Establishment Clause is that one religious 

denomination cannot be officially preferred over another.” (Larson v. Valente (1982) 456 U.S. 228, 

244.) Thus, the Establishment Clause “forbids hostility toward any” religion. (Lynch v. Donnelly 

(1984) 465 U.S. 668, 673). 

/ / / 
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157. In determining whether the government is unconstitutionally “taking sides,” 

religious symbols in public places that have a historical pedigree has “a strong presumption of 

constitutionality.” (Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc. v. County of Lehigh (3d Cir. 2019) 933 

F.3d 275, 281 [quoting American Legion v. American Humanist Association (2019) 139 S.Ct. 2067, 

2085.) Due to their historical pedigree, the removal of such symbols per se evinces unconstitutional 

hostility to religion. (American Legion, supra, 139 S.Ct. at 2074, 2084–85, 2086–87, 2090; Paulson v. 

Abdelnour (4th Dist., Div. 1, 2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 400, 420.) 

158. Defendants’ actions evince an unconstitutional preference for the religious 

symbolism of one faith to the detriment of another. By selecting the rattlesnake as the school’s new 

mascot, which tribal members have stated is a sacred creature to their people, and removing the 

name of a Catholic saint from the school, Defendants are clearly endorsing and celebrating the 

religion of one group at the expense of another. 

159. In addition, Dr. Renfree’s actions evince unconstitutional hostility to religion. Dr. 

Renfree specifically cited a nationwide uptick in anti-Catholicism to justify her own attack on an 

important Catholic figure. She then went further, and expressed her own deep-seated anti-Catholic 

bigotry in presenting the “pros” and “cons” of the keeping the name of Junipero Serra. The 

“pros” were not “pros” and the “cons” were outright lies. Defendants’ actions were driven by 

clear religious animus, as demonstrated by their justification for such actions relying upon libelous, 

inaccurate statements about the role of the missions and Father Serra’s ministry in the context of 

native people’s struggles. Moreover, the statements improperly ignore great swaths of the historical 

record in a self-serving fashion, failing to grapple with any of the 2,420 documents and 7,500 pages 

of testimony that supported his canonization as a Saint, including Serra’s own letters. As Pope 

Francis shared in his homily at Serra’s canonization, “Junipero sought to defend the dignity of the 

native community, to protect it from those who had mistreated and abused it.” Indeed, Serra 

himself wrote in January 1780 that “every one of us came here for the single purpose of doing [the 

Indians] good and for their eternal salvation; and I feel sure that everyone knows that we love 

them.” Defendants’ conclusory statements, marshalled without evidence but accompanied with an 

exhortation that readers “educate” themselves, are negligent at best, if not willfully misleading, and 
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denigrate Serra’s memory, his religious faith, and that of those who share it. 

160. Plaintiffs Denise Barrow, Janet Bartel, Charles Cox, Carol Di Nal, Angela Elfman, 

Rosemary Groom, Gail Janes, Gloria Lewis, Michael R. Mele, Larry Weddel, Stephen A. 

Zapoticzny, and Susan A. Zapoticzny are members of the Catholic Church. Each of them viewed 

and continues to view Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be 

an attack on their religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens.  

161. Plaintiffs Birney Groom, Diana C. Keyes, Jesse H. Keyes, III, Russell L. Stai, 

Margaret R. Stai, and Robert C. Wright are Christians. Each of them viewed and continues to view 

Defendants’ efforts to change the name of Junipero Serra High School to be an attack on their 

religion and official determination that they are not welcome citizens. 

* * * 

162. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law and will suffer serious and irreparable 

harm to their statutorily and constitutionally protected rights unless Defendants are enjoined from 

acting to rename Junipero Serra High School. 

163. Plaintiffs have found it necessary to engage the services of private counsel to 

vindicate their rights—and the rights of all Tierrasanta residents—under the law. In light of the 

benefit this action will bring to all students, residents, and alumni of Junipero Serra High School 

and Tierrasanta, Plaintiffs and their counsel are entitled to an award of attorneys’ fees and costs 

pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1021.5 and 42 U.S.C. § 1988 

 
PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defendants and request the following 

relief: 

1. For an order and judgment declaring that Defendants’ March 9, 2021 name change of 

Junipero Serra High School violates the First Amendment and Fourteenth Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution and Article 1, Sections 1, 2(a), and 7 of the California Constitution; 

2. For a stay, and preliminary and permanent injunctions, restraining Defendants and their 

agents, employees, officers, and representatives from taking any action to implement the 
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name change of Junipero Serra High School, at least until such time that Defendants 

provide all stakeholders equal opportunity for notice and hearing on the proposed name 

change; 

3. For attorneys’ fees and costs; and 

4. For such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate and just. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

      LiMANDRI & JONNA LLP 
 
 
Dated: July 14, 2021    By: ____________________ 
      Charles S. LiMandri 

Paul M. Jonna 
Jeffrey M. Trissell 
Milan L. Brandon 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 VERIFICATION 

2 I have read the foregoing VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE AND 

3 COMPAINT and know its contents. The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my 

4 own knowledge except for matters that are stated on information and belief, and as to those 

5 matters, I believe them to be true. 

6 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

7 foregoing is true and correct. Executed on July 14, 2021, at San Diego, California. 
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Tuesday, March 9, 2021
Regular Meeting, 5:00 p.m.

Zoom Webinar Livestream 
The link for the livestream will be available on the following webpage prior to the start of the
meeting https://www.sandiegounified.org/board-education.

A. Opening Ceremony

1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Establish Quorum

2. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Adopt Agenda

1. Adopt Agenda

2. List of Public Speakers

C. Student Presentations, Recognitions, and Resolutions

1. Student Presentation: Cadman Elementary School: A Star Arts School Through the Ages (Clairemont Cluster, Area 2,
Sub-district A)

D. Report of Closed Session Actions, ASB President Report, and Superintendent and Board Information
Reports

1. Report on Closed Session

2. Administrative Assignments: None

3. Associated Student Body (ASB) Presidents' Reports

4. Superintendent's Information Report

5. Board Information Reports

E. Student Instructional Matters

1. School Reopening Update

2. Graduation Rates, Standards-Based Grading Policy, and Summer Acceleration; BUDGETED: YES

3. Community Schools Implementation Update

F. Board Consent Agenda

1. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meetings and Special Meetings

2. Resolution in Support of AB22 (McCarty) - Universal Transitional Kindergarten

3. Appointment of Additional Organizations and Representatives to the Superintendent Search Advisory Committee

G. Operational Matters Reserved for the Board

1. 2021 California School Boards Association (CSBA) Region 17 Delegate Assembly Election

2. Ratification of the Tentative Agreements with the Administrators Association San Diego City Schools (AASD)
Certificated and Classified Supervisors Bargaining Units for Successor Term Collective Bargaining Agreements

H. District Operations
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1. Approve the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Second Interim Financial Report and Resolution in Matter of Intent to Declare
Positive Certification at Second Interim and Balance District Budgets for Fiscal Years 2020-21, 2021-22, and 2022-23

2. Resolution in the Matter of a One-Time Carryover of the 2019-20 Senior Class Funds of the Point Loma High School
Associated Student Body Related to the Closure of Schools due to COVID-19

3. Recommendation to Rename the “Pacific Beach Middle School Joint-Use Field” the “Fannie and William Payne Joint-
Use Field”

4. Recommendation to Change the Name, Mascot, and Colors of Junipero Serra High School to Canyon Hills High
School/Mat Kwatup KunKun, The Rattlers / ‘ewii tenwai, Red and Black Primary Colors and Gray and White
Complementary Colors

5. Recommendation to Name District Facilities in Honor of Reverend George Walker Smith

I. Superintendent's Consent Agenda

1. Field Trips; BUDGETED: N/A

2. Independent Contractor Agreements; BUDGETED; YES, VARIOUS SITE IDENTIFIED FUNDS

3. Ratification of Agreement with Creative Learning Systems, LLC, to Design, Implement, and Install a Customized
SmartLab at Baker Elementary School; BUDGETED: YES, CAMPOS EPC PRIVATE GRANT, TITLE I, LOCAL CONTROL
FUNDING FORMULA (LCFF) INTERVENTION SUPPORT AND MEASURE YY FUNDS

4. Second Amendment to Agreement with the National Center on Education and the Economy dba Criterion, LLC
(NCEE), for the Institute for School Leadership (NISL) Program to Continue Providing Professional Development to
District Principals and Instructional Leaders; BUDGETED: YES, TITLE II FUNDS

5. Agreement with Kathleen Maskiewicz to Provide the District with all Planning, Development, and Consultation on the
Curriculum and Instruction of Refugee Newcomer Youth; BUDGETED: YES, REFUGEE SCHOOL IMPACT GRANT (RSIG)
FUNDS

6. Ratification of Agreement with Rescue Agency Public Benefit, LLC, to Provide Support Services to District Students
Regarding Tobacco and Vaping Prevention through the Tobacco-Use Prevention Education (TUPE) Grant; BUDGETED:
YES, TUPE GRANT FUNDS

7. First Amendment to Terminate Memorandum of Understanding and Approve Agreement with Community Research
Foundation to Continue Providing Mental Health Services to Eligible Students with Disabilities; BUDGETED: N/A

8. ICC Recommendations

9. First Amendment to Agreement with Jostens, Inc., to Provide Districtwide School Yearbook Services for all Grade
Levels; BUDGETED: YES, NOT APPLICABLE

10. Special Education Payment Authorizations; BUDGETED: YES, SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FUNDS

11. Ratification of Agreement with San Diego State University Research Foundation for Services to Provide a CA Arts
Education Framework Rollout Program to Update the District Strategic Arts Education Plan; BUDGETED: YES, VAPA
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS & AND VAPA TITLE I ARTS GRANT

12. Student Expulsions; BUDGETED: N/A

13. Student Readmits; BUDGETED: N/A

14. Ratification of Certificated and Classified Personnel Actions; BUDGETED: YES, VARIOUS FUNDS

15. Transfer of Appropriations Summary for January 2021; BUDGETED: YES, VARIOUS FUNDS

16. Accept, Budget, and Spend Income Summary for January 2021; BUDGETED: YES, VARIOUS FUNDS

17. Ratification of Agreement with JP Morgan Chase Bank to Continue Providing Districtwide Banking and Procurement
Card Services; BUDGETED: YES, FINANCE DIVISION AND VARIOUS FUNDS

mbrandon
Highlight
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18. Ratification of Due Process Payments and/or Reimbursements from Due Process Settlement Agreements;
BUDGETED: YES, DUE PROCESS FUNDS

19. ITEM WITHDRAWN BY STAFF

20. Determine that the Miramar Ranch Elementary School Block Wall and Switchgear Project is Exempt from Further
Environmental Review Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15301 – Existing
Facilities; Agreement with Byrom-Davey, Inc., to Remove and Replace Block Wall and Main Switchgear at Miramar Ranch
Elementary School; BUDGETED: YES, PROPOSITION Z FUNDS

21. Authorization to Utilize the State of California Multiple Award Schedule (CMAS) for the Procurement of Paint;
BUDGETED: YES, ONGOING AND MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND

22. Authorization to Utilize the State of California Multiple Award Schedule (CMAS) for the Procurement of Plumbing
Supplies; BUDGETED: YES, ONGOING AND MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND

J. Public Participation

1. Non-Agenda Public Testimony

K. Adjourn

1. A Special Joint Meeting of the Boards of the San Diego Unified School District and the San Diego Community College
District will be held on March 16, 2021. The next regular meeting will be held on March 23, 2021.
Public Testimony is not heard at special meetings. 

Translation - Translation services are available by notifying Board Services at (619) 725-5550 or board@sandi.net by noon the day
preceding the board meeting. 

Reasonable accommodation for any individual with a disability - Any individual with a disability who requires reasonable
accommodation to participate in a board meeting may request assistance by contacting the Board Services Office at (619) 725-
5550. 

Agenda Reports/Exhibits – In compliance with Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at the following district web links:
http://www.boarddocs.com/ca/sandi/board.nsf and https://www.sandiegounified.org/meeting-information, at 4100 Normal Street,
Room 2231, San Diego, CA 92103 or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item
on the agenda, please contact Board Services at (619) 725-5550 or board@sandi.net.  

https://www.sandiegounified.org/vision-2020-and-mission-statement.
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From: Grace Sesma
To: Naji Samer
Cc: Kanap Kuahan; Marten Cynthia
Subject: Renaming Junipero Serra High School
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2021 5:35:46 PM

<!--[if !vml]-->

KANAP KUAHAN (TELL THE TRUTH) COALITION

E: KanapKuahan@gmail.com

FB & IG: Kanap Kuahan Coalition // Tell The Truth

San Diego Unified School District

4100 Normal Street, Room 2231

San Diego, CA 92103

VIA EMAIL

Esteemed Board of Education,

It has come to the attention of the Kanap Kuahan Coalition that Junipero Serra High School is
undergoing the process of a name change. Kanap Kuahan Coalition is a grassroots
organizational collaborative, comprised of the Kumeyaay and Original Peoples Alliance, Union
del Barrio, Tipey Joa Native Warriors, and American Indian Movement, Southern California.

Kanap Kuahan is a Kumeyaay phrase that translates to “Tell the Truth”, describing our
collaborative effort to speak out in the absence of truthful representation of indigenous
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history.

We appreciate the efforts of Emma and Charlotte Taila to initiate a process of restorative
justice by promoting a campaign to change the school mascot. In Emma’s own words, “[The
mascot] represents Spanish colonialism and the brutal impact it had on Native Americans”.
We at Kanap Kuahan Coalition acknowledge the brutal impact it continues to have on the
original peoples of this territory, one that is viscerally felt in the erasure of their voices from
the very sensitive and pertinent discussion around the entire rebranding of Junipero Serra
High School.

San Diego County is home to 19 federally recognized tribes, all of whom have suffered death,
enslavement, rape, forced relocation, and dissociation from their linguistic and cultural
practices at the hands of the Spanish military and the Mission system. It is an affront to the
original stewards and caretakers of this land that we all live on and benefit from to name an
educational institution after their oppressor, and furthermore the mascot of that institution
after their murderer. After having carried this offense for so many years, it is imperative that
the school board fully engage in restorative justice through the inclusion of Kumeyaay,
Cupeño, Luiseño, and Payomkawichum voices. We encourage the school board, as
representatives of the second largest school district in the State of California, to demonstrate
ethical responsibility and goodwill towards indigenous nations by collaborating with tribal
educational institutions such as the Kumeyaay Community College, Cupa Cultural Center,
Barona Cultural Museum, and the Sycuan Cultural Center & Museum to provide input and
perspective on the rebranding process of Junipero Serra High School.

Indigenous culture is a living entity, that thrives within San Diego County. Despite the great
historical trauma experienced by local tribes, they continue to maintain language, ceremony
and cultural practices with pride and excellence. 

The rebranding of Junipero Serra High School is a teaching moment, and who better than the
first teachers of this area to guide this process with honor and respect.

We at Kanap Kuahan Coalition can think of none more fitting, and submit our strong
recommendation to collaborate with tribal leaders and educators moving forward.

Respectfully,

Grace Alvarez Sesma

on behalf of

Kanap Kuahan Coalition

------
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Grace Alvarez Sesma
P: (720) 363-6034

Indigenous Land of Birth: Kumiai
Indigenous Land of Residence: Kumeyaay
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
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September 14, 2020 

 
Cindy Marten, Superintendent, San Diego Unified School District
cmarten@sandi.net 
 
John Lee Evans, Board President, District A, San Diego Unified School District 
johnleeevans@sandi.net 

 

Re: Serra High School Name Change Request 
 

Dear Superintendent Marten and Board President Evans,  

While these times have been challenging for our country in many ways, they also have illuminated the inequities that 
exist right at home in our San Diego community  especially as a result of our history as the historical site of the first 
missions of San Diego created by Father Junipero Serra. 

Previously, amidst local and national protests of police brutality and systemic racism in America, the Human Relations 
Commission supported the removal of the school name Robert E. Lee from an elementary school in Paradise Hills. The 
San Diego Unified School District Board of Education unanimously voted to change the name and the school name was 
changed to Pacific View Leadership Elementary School on May 23, 2016. 

We come to you with a similar request today. Like the statues we see displayed across San Diego, in California and 
across the United States, the names of public places, streets, and schools send messages to our children about what we 
value most as a society. When those names reflect our broken and racist past, they also perpetuate the hurt intimately 
woven into this past. When our public schools are named after individuals who advanced slavery, systemic racism, and 
genocide and we allow those names to remain on school property, we implicitly endorse their values as our own. This is 
no longer acceptable. 

It is time to change school names and mascots that memorialize religious and confederate leaders or sympathizers and 
all whose names supported and stained our history. As with the confederate names, using the name of Father Junipero 
Serra for school names and symbols has a traumatizing impact on students, families, teachers, and staff of all 
backgrounds.  

The financial costs of changing school names are minimal compared to the generations that suffered through, the 
slavery and genocide of our Native Americans, American slavery, the Confederacy, the Jim Crow era, massive resistance, 
and contemporary manifestation of systemic racism, like the school to prison pipeline.  

Recognizing the harmful impact these school names have on our children, we are in support of those concerned citizens 
of San Diego who are requesting the name change of Serra High School and its mascot, the conquistadors, which also 
symbolizes a negative and hurtful history.  

We are calling on school boards to evaluate the history behind school names. Now is the time to change them to reflect 
the inclusive, diverse, and welcoming school community every child deserves, and that we, as leaders of San Diego, have 
a civic duty to foster. We look forward to working with each of you to create a San Diego, that is reflective of the values 
California now holds most true. 
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On behalf of the City of San Diego Human Relations Commissions, we ask for your support in the name change of Serra 
High School and its mascot.  

 

Sincerely,  

Shana Hazan       Godwin Hilga   
Chair, San Diego Human Relations Commission  Commissioner, San Diego Human Relations Commission 
 
 
Cc:  Governor Gavin Newsom 

Mayor Kevin Faulconer 
Council President Georgette Gomez and Members of City Council 
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From: William Swank
To: Naji Samer; CARLOS BATTLE; johnaa; Carlee Battle
Subject: Johnny Ritchey, The Jackie Robinson of the Pacific Coast League"
Date: Sunday, August 30, 2020 11:41:02 AM

Hi Naji,

I hope you are well during this seemingly endless pandemic. The school district is dealing 
with important issues, so I know you are very busy...

Last Thursday, the San Diego Padres hosted a group of African-American community 
members to watch a baseball game from 15-stories above Petco Park in the “Ultimate Sky 
Box.”

Laila Williams from San Diego High School, who received the 2020 $5,000 Johnny Ritchey 
Padres Scholarship, was able to meet and visit with members of Johnny’s family including his 
granddaughter, Carlee Battle, and her father, Carlos Battle.

During our time together, Carlos mentioned the controversy about renaming Serra High 
School. 

He explained that along with his wife, Johnaa, and their daughter, Carlee, they would like the 
school board to consider re-naming Serra High School after Johnaa’s father, hometown hero 
and African-American baseball pioneer Johnny Ritchey.

For more information about Johnny, please read these articles written by MLB writer A.J. 
Cassavell and MiBL writer Josh Jackson.

Johnny Ritchey the Jackie Robinson of PCL | MLB.comhttps://www.mlb.com › news › 
johnny-ritchey-the-jackie-robinson-of-pcl

John Ritchey broke PCL color barrier with hometown ... - MiLB.comhttps://www.milb.com › 
news › john-ritchey-broke-pcl-color-barrier-with-…

You can click on the link below for additional information about Johnny on Ken Kramer’s TV 
show, “About San Diego.” The segment about Johnny begins approximately 11 minutes into 
the video.

Ken Kramer's About San Diego | Season 1 | Episode 13 - Thursday ...https://www.pbs.org › 
ken-kramers-about-san-diego-thursday-apr-22-2010

Thanks for your time and consideration.

Best regards,

Bill Swank
Baseball Historian
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From: CARLOS BATTLE
To: Naji Samer; William Swank; johnaa; Carlee Battle
Subject: RE: Johnny Ritchey, The Jackie Robinson of the Pacific Coast League"
Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 11:43:00 AM

Bill, I could not have said it better. Just Monday I was on the computer doing research I read
about the two young ladies that spear headed this quest and the Principals comments were all
on point. Thank you for cutting to the chase and thank you Mr.Naji for passing Mr.Swanks
email up the proper channels. 

Best Regards 

Carlos Battle 

On August 31, 2020 at 6:38 PM Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> wrote: 

Hi Bill, 

Very interesting idea! I understand  a community process is currently underway, led by
Serra HS Principal, but a formal proposal has not been submitted yet. I’ll submit this to
Serra’s principal for her consideration, and to the district’s Name Change Committee
for their consideration, if a formal proposal to rename Serra is received.
 
Kind regards,
 
Samer Naji
Facilities Communication Supervisor
San Diego Unified School District
O: (619) 725-7747
C: (619) 548-3388
SNaji@sandi.net

 

From: William Swank <wgswank@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 11:41 AM
To: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>; CARLOS BATTLE <Cbattle5@cox.net>; johnaa
<Jbattle95@cox.net>; Carlee Battle <carlee_battle@yahoo.com>
Subject: Johnny Ritchey, The Jackie Robinson of the Pacific Coast League"
 
Hi Naji,
 
I hope you are well during this seemingly endless pandemic. The school district is
dealing with important issues, so I know you are very busy...
 
Last Thursday, the San Diego Padres hosted a group of African-American
community members to watch a baseball game from 15-stories above Petco Park
in the “Ultimate Sky Box.”
 
Laila Williams from San Diego High School, who received the 2020 $5,000
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Johnny Ritchey Padres Scholarship, was able to meet and visit with members of
Johnny’s family including his granddaughter, Carlee Battle, and her father, Carlos
Battle.
 
During our time together, Carlos mentioned the controversy about renaming Serra
High School. 
 
He explained that along with his wife, Johnaa, and their daughter, Carlee, they
would like the school board to consider re-naming Serra High School after
Johnaa’s father, hometown hero and African-American baseball pioneer Johnny
Ritchey.
 
For more information about Johnny, please read these articles written by MLB
writer A.J. Cassavell and MiBL writer Josh Jackson.
 
Johnny Ritchey the Jackie Robinson of PCL | MLB.comhttps://www.mlb.com ›
news › johnny-ritchey-the-jackie-robinson-of-pcl
 
John Ritchey broke PCL color barrier with hometown ... -
MiLB.comhttps://www.milb.com › news › john-ritchey-broke-pcl-color-barrier-
with-…
 
You can click on the link below for additional information about Johnny on Ken
Kramer’s TV show, “About San Diego.” The segment about Johnny begins
approximately 11 minutes into the video.
 
Ken Kramer's About San Diego | Season 1 | Episode 13 - Thursday
...https://www.pbs.org › ken-kramers-about-san-diego-thursday-apr-22-2010
 
Thanks for your time and consideration.
 
Best regards,
 
Bill Swank
Baseball Historian
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The Washington Post
Opinions

Salvatore Joseph Cordileone is the archbishop of San Francisco. 

To the protesters who tore down his statue in Los Angeles this month, the priest, friar and 

saint Junípero Serra represents “hate, bigotry and colonization,” as one activist put it.

Nothing would have made Serra sadder, for the real man was a profound lover of all people 

and especially of the indigenous peoples he came to serve.

Seen through the lens of the present, many heroes of history may seem unworthy of their 

pedestals. But some, such as Serra, still deserve our esteem.

Who, then, is Junípero Serra after all?

First and foremost, Serra represents the true spirit of a church identified with the poor and 

outcast. He left his home, his family, his sinecure as a philosophy professor to offer the very 

best thing he had to the California people: the news that God Himself loved them enough to 

send His only Son to die on a cross to redeem them. Saint Junípero Serra is “the Apostle of 

California.”

Serra repeatedly intervened for mercy on behalf of indigenous rebels against Spanish 

authorities. He famously walked to Mexico City with a painful ulcerated leg to obtain the 

authority to discipline the military who were abusing the indigenous people. Then he walked 

back.

And his legacy lives on. The 21 missions founded by Serra and his brother Franciscans are the 

state’s oldest structures and among its most visited historic monuments. The churches are a 

physical sign of the Catholic Church’s respect for local cultures, enriched and transformed by 

the love of Jesus Christ. Mission architecture is widely copied precisely because its innovation 

speaks so strikingly to Southwestern culture.

Exhibit C - 62



There is no denying that Native Americans in California endured grave human rights abuses. 

They suffered wrongs during all three eras: the Spanish colonization (known as the Mission 

era), the Mexican secularization and the American era.

But Serra should not bear the weight of all that went wrong and all who did wrong. If we 

looked at him with clear eyes, we would see Serra as one of the first American champions of 

the human rights of indigenous peoples, a man who protested abusive police powers by 

government authorities.

The deaths that occurred during the Mission era were primarily from disease. The greater, 

more deliberate devastation happened later, when secular governments took control. As 

UCLA historian Benjamin Madley writes in his book “American Genocide”: “Murders and 

massacres filled the archives.”

As Santa Clara University historian Robert Senkewicz told the National Catholic Reporter,

“We do know what did happen when religious groups were not present to try to protect native 

peoples.” The genocide of native peoples happened primarily during the gold rush, he points 

out, “when Americans offered bounties for Indian scalps and the native peoples of Northern 

California were brutally decimated and oppressed.”

History is often not kind to heroes. George Washington sacrificed to found a great country. 

He also owned slaves. Leland Stanford, founder of a great university, was an abolitionist but 

also continued genocidal policies against the Indians. Haight-Ashbury, the San Francisco 

symbol of free love, is named after Henry Haight, who in 1867 called the Chinese a “servile, 

effeminate and inferior race” that would “pollute and desecrate” Americans’ democratic 

heritage. He was elected governor of California in a landslide.

We are not yet a nation that lives up to our founding creed of liberty and justice for all. We 

can and must do better. That is precisely why we ought to look to Serra as an inspiration to 

heroic virtue and as an emblem of American diversity. His is the path to peace, equality and 

racial justice.

The first Hispanic American saint, he is also the first saint to be canonized on U.S. soil and by 

the first pope from the Americas. At the canonization ceremony, Pope Francis said Serra 

represents a fearless willingness to engage with the other with the love of Christ: “He learned 

how to bring to birth and nurture God’s life in the faces of everyone he met; he made them his 

brothers and sisters.”

Exhibit C - 63



Father Junípero Serra died a beloved figure, mourned by indigenous people and Spaniards 

alike: a symbol of reconciliation, of hope and of the profound love he bore toward the people 

he strove to serve. His life reminds us of a core tenet of the Catholic faith: that the spirit of 

poverty, service and simplicity is the way to peace.

CORRECTION

Read more:

Ken Burns: Our monuments are representations of myth, not fact

David Von Drehle: What tearing down statues reveals about revolutionary movements

Megan McArdle: Where do we draw the line in tearing down statues?

Henry Olsen: The anti-statue movement has taken a turn into absurdity

Eugene Robinson: There is no earthly reason this nation should be defiled by Confederate 

statues

We are a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program 

designed to provide a means for us to earn fees by linking to Amazon.com and affiliated sites.
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SNaji@sandi.net

Begin forwarded message:

From: timsam < >
Date: August 6, 2020 at 11:04:02 AM PDT
To: Beiser Kevin <KevinBeiser@sandi.net>
Subject: Serra High

Kevin,
Hope things are well. 
 
I was inquiring about the authority regarding the titling/naming etc
that is occurring at Serra.
 
I’ve seen that there is some information to change.
 
Has the board reviewed this situation, given direction to the site or
got independent consultation to evaluate this process?
 
btw, I am a Serra alumni and parent.
 
Thanks for your response,
 
Tim Samuelson
 
 

<Administrative Procedure 3300_Naming of Schools and School Facilities.pdf>

<SDUSD Process to request facility naming 102716 rev.pdf>
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From: Tim Samuelson
To: Naji Samer
Cc: Stultz Martha; Beiser Kevin
Subject: Re: Serra High
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2020 5:15:29 PM

Thank you Samir

Currently I am not in favor of name-mascot-color change.  

Specifically regarding name change I would request the district or board to get an independent
evaluation of existing status helping to guide the board and others for possible requests. 

Tim Samuelson 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 6, 2020, at 2:39 PM, Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> wrote:

Hi Tim, 

Your inquiry was forwarded to me as I assist with name change processes. We have a
policy/procedure in place that guides stakeholders along a process to change a school
or facility name. I have attached the district’s policy and a 1-pager that summarizes the
process.
 
Broadly speaking, a stakeholder will require the support of the school principal and the
school community to change a name. If they are proposing a new name after an
individual, a letter of support from the individual’s family would also be required.
Stakeholders interested in a new name  would need to submit to me a letter from the
principal supporting the name change, and documentation of community support,
which could include petitions, letters of support, or meeting agenda/minutes that show
discussion and support, etc.  These items would make up a name change proposal
which will be reviewed by our Facilities Naming Committee. With committee support, a
proposal moves on to the Board of Education for final consideration. 

While I am aware of a name change process taking place at Serra, I have not received a
formal proposal yet. I have reviewed the district’s process and procedure with the
school principal and I understand community dialogue continues to take place. 

Kind regards,
 
Samer Naji
Facilities Communication Supervisor
San Diego Unified School District
O: (619) 725-7747
C: (619) 548-3388
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Milan Brandon

From: Milan Brandon
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 12:16 PM
To: Milan Brandon
Subject: FW: Final Talley for name change

From: Renfree Erica <erenfree@sandi.net> 
Date: August 23, 2020 at 9:23:51 AM PDT 
To: Christine Pendarvis <cspendarvis@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Final Talley for name change 

Christine-- 
 
All I do is present ALL the options to them and then the data. They could say no keep it 
the same. It's all on them. I can't tell you that because it’s the boards choice regardless 
of the ballot. They could say no to it all even if the community said yes. 
 
All I can do is present the data and all the choice not just the top one. I believe however 
based on the data they are going to make changes. They don’t have to though. As soon 
as they render a decision I'll be giving more detail including my letter to them. 
 
You have to be patient. We all do.  
 
Dr. Erica Renfree 
Serra High School 
858.495.8342 
5156 Santo Road 
San Diego, Ca 92124  
 
On 8/23/20, 8:48 AM, "Christine Pendarvis" <cspendarvis@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
   I understand that you can’t send who voted for what but you stated in your email that 
there will be a change in the name, mascot, etc. So, if the board makes the final 
decision, then can they also decide not to change the name as well?  Or are they 
deciding on the name, mascot and colors only and the change is going to happen? I just 
want to know how many wanted the change (not to what name, mascot, etc) and how 
many did not want any changes at all.  
 
   Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 23, 2020, at 7:53 AM, Renfree Erica <erenfree@sandi.net> 
wrote: 

 

Christine-- 

 

I cant send the numbers out yet as it is a Board of Education decision 
about the name mascot and colors. I provide them all the data I have 
but its their decision. 
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As soon as they decide I will do so. 

 

Thanks. 

 

Dr. Erica Renfree 

Serra High School 

858.495.8342 

5156 Santo Road 

San Diego, Ca 92124  

 

On 8/22/20, 7:25 PM, "Christine Pendarvis" <cspendarvis@gmail.com> 
wrote: 

 

  Erica, 

 

  You stated that the votes are in to change the school name. Please 
send out to everyone what the final numbers are. How many people 
voted to change? How many wanted to keep the name?  You said full 
transparency in everything you do, so I would like the final numbers.  

 

  Thank you,  

  Christine Pendarvis  

 

  Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Naji Samer
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 2:28 PM
To: Renfree Erica
Subject: FW: Serra High School Name Change Request

FYI, the city’s Human Relations Commission is very interested in your site’s name change. I’ve provided a summary to 
the commission, below.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 

 

From: Naji Samer  
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 2:26 PM 
To: 'Shana Hazan' <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Cc: ;  ; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

 
Hi Shana, 
 
We are going to closely follow our administrative procedure during this process. The procedure requires a formal 
proposal to be submitted to the committee, and the proposal will include comments received by the district, whether 
they are for or against.  
 
Similar to the formal letter the commission submitted to me, please encourage commission members to write directly to 
me via email if they’d like to register a formal position. I will add their email/comments to the proposal that will be 
reviewed by the committee. Scheduling a committee meeting during the holidays has proven a bit difficult, so there is 
still time for commission members to write in.  
 
If you are available for a call, I’d be happy to walk you how we envision this process and item proceeding.  
 
About the new name options, the school site conducted some community polling and came up with a set of 
recommendations for the committee’s consideration. The top option favored by the school site is Canyon Hills High 
School, with Tierra Canyon High School coming in second.  
 
Outside of the school’s input process, some community members expressed interest in Johnny Ritchey High  School. 
Although these suggestions came from outside the school’s outreach process, in the spirit of transparency I will also 
share this suggestion with the committee.  
 
Of course, some interest was expressed during the school site’s outreach efforts to keep the same name, Junipero Serra 
High School. Additional comments suggested shortening the name to Serra High School only, but I consider this option 
to be the same as keeping the current name. Because of these comments, the option of keeping the current name will 
be presented to the committee as well. 
 
While outside of the committee’s purview, the school principal has asked that the committee review options for a new 

Redacted Redacted
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school mascot and school colors during this process: 
 
Rattlers/Rattlesnakes: Red and black; grey and white complimentary colors. This is the first choice for the school site. 
 
Other mascot and school color options that were polled include:  
Bobcats: Blue and black; white and grey complimentary colors 
Bulldogs: red,g ray and black; white complimentary colors 
Keep the same mascot and colors: Conquistadors, brown and gold with black and white complimentary colors.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 

 

From: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 5:32 PM 
To: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Cc:  ;  ; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: Re: Serra High School Name Change Request 

 
Hi Samer, 
 
Thanks so much for sharing this update.  
 
A few questions: 

1.  Can some of our commissioners provide public comment at the January committee meeting? 
2. What are the name choices that the committee will be voting on in January? 

All the best, 
 
Shana 
 
Shana Hazan 
she/her 
President, Hazan Strategies  
 
Commissioner, First 5 California 
Chair, San Diego Human Relations Commission 
President, Friends of Franklin School Foundation 
 
(312)925-9093 | hazanstrategies.com 
 
This email and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and/or proprietary information of Hazan Strategies. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution of this 
email and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please let us know by reply email 
and then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message. 

Redacted Redacted
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From: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 3:11:52 PM 
To: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request  
  
Hi Shana,  
 
I fear my response has gotten lost in our network. I don’t see it in my sent folder or outbox. Just in case, here is my 
response again. We now have a full committee, although it took a little longer than expected, so we missed the 
December board window. Committee will convene in January (date TBD) to review and vote on the Serra proposal.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 
  

From: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com>  
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:56 PM 
To: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Cc: Godwin Higa  >; Olympia Beltran  >; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 
  
Hi Samer, 
  
I wanted to check in to see how things are progressing with your Names Committee’s work on the renaming of Serra 
High School as this is an issue the Human Relations Commission has discussed at multiple of our recent meetings. 
  
Thank you and Happy Holidays! 
  
Shana  
  
Shana Hazan 
She/Her 
President, Hazan Strategies 
  
Commissioner, First 5 California 
Chair, City of San Diego Human Relations Commission 
President, Friends of Franklin Foundation 
  
(312)925-9093 | www hazanstrategies.com 
  
 

 
  
  
This email and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential and/or proprietary information of Hazan Strategies. Any 
unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution of this email and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please let us know by reply email and 
then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message. 

On Thursday, November 19, 2020 Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> wrote: 

Hi Samer, 

  
  

Redacted Redacted
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Thank you for sharing this update.  

I’m glad to hear things are moving forward with the name change and appreciate that our Commissions letter of support 
will be submitted to your Names Committee. 

We discussed this issue at last night’s Human Relations Commission meeting and there was consensus around the 
importance of replacing Serra High School’s name with a new name that pays homage to the contributions of local tribal 
nations, communities, and leaders. My fellow commissioners, Olympia Beltran and Godwin Higa, are particularly 
interested in participating in the naming process and I have looped them in here so that you can let them know how 
they can be part of the work ahead. 

In partnership and with appreciation, 

Shana 

Shana Hazan 

She/Her 

President, Hazan Strategies 

(312)925-9093 | shana@HazanStrategies.com 

www.hazanstrategies.com 

 

 

  

This email and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential and/or proprietary information of Hazan 
Strategies. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution of this email and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please let 
us know by reply email and then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message. 

  

From: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>  
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:48 PM 
To: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Cc: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; 
Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net>; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Hi Shana,  
 
After polling students, staff and community, Serra’s principal has now submitted a name, mascot and school colors 
change proposal to me, formally triggering the start of the district’s review process. We do continue to receive letters of 
support, and some opposition, all of which will be submitted to the Names Committee for consideration. 
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The committee still has a few vacancies that we need to fill, but we are nearly done and will submit the proposal for 
committee review shortly. We are tentatively tracking toward board approval in December.  

  

I’m still hanging on to the Commission’s letter of support and will submit it to the committee with the principal’s 
proposal.  

Kind regards, 

  

Samer Naji 

Facilities Communication Supervisor 

San Diego Unified School District 

O: (619) 725‐7747 

C: (619) 548‐3388 

SNaji@sandi.net 

  

From: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 7:08 PM 
To: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Cc: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; 
Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net>; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Good Evening, Samer, 

  

I hope you and your team at the district are doing well as we all continue to navigate the ups and downs of this 
pandemic. 

  

It has now been a few months since the Human Relations Commission shared our name change request with you for 
Serra High School, but we aren’t aware of any related action that has been taken by the district. Can you please update 
me on the status of our request?  

  

We have a commission meeting tomorrow evening, and it would be great if I could update my fellow commissioners 
about this issue then. 
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Thank you, 

 
Shana 

  

Shana Hazan 

She/Her 

President, Hazan Strategies 

(312)925-9093 | shana@HazanStrategies.com 

www.hazanstrategies.com 

 

 

  

This email and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential and/or proprietary information of Hazan 
Strategies. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution of this email and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please let 
us know by reply email and then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message. 

  

From: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:41 PM 
To: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Cc: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; 
Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net>; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Hi Shana,  
 
I hope you’ve been well! We are still preparing the item that will be brought to the committee and review of the 
proposal has not yet been scheduled. I have noted that  you, Bell and the Commission are interested stakeholders, I will 
keep you updated as this moves forward.  

  

Kind regards, 

  

Samer Naji 
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Facilities Communication Supervisor 

San Diego Unified School District 

O: (619) 725‐7747 

C: (619) 548‐3388 

SNaji@sandi.net 

  

From: Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:04 PM 
To: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Cc: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; 
Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net>; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Hi Samer, 

  

Thank you for your prompt reply to our request.  

  

Does the Facilities Naming Committee hold public meetings? I would like a member of the Human Relations Commission 
to attend when the committee reviews the Serra High School name change request if the meeting is open to the public. 
Can you please share the date with us? 

  

All the best, 

  

Shana 

  

Shana Hazan 

(she/her/hers) 

President, Hazan Strategies 

(312)925-9093 | shana@HazanStrategies.com 

www.hazanstrategies.com 
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This email and all attachments to it are for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential and/or proprietary information of Hazan 
Strategies. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution of this email and its attachments is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please let 
us know by reply email and then erase and destroy all electronic or other copies of this message. 

  

From: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:59 PM 
To: Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov>; Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net> 
Cc: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; 
Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Hi Bell,  
 
I am confirming receipt of the Human Relation Commission’s letter of support for a name and mascot change at Serra 
High School. The letter will be added to the name change proposal that I will submit, in coordination with Serra High’s 
principal, to the district’s Facilities Naming Committee for their consideration. Should the committee endorse a name 
change and select a new name, the proposal and new name will then move onward to the Board of Education for their 
consideration.  

  

Please let me know if you have any questions.  

  

Kind regards, 

  

Samer Naji 

Facilities Communication Supervisor 

San Diego Unified School District 

O: (619) 725‐7747 

C: (619) 548‐3388 

SNaji@sandi.net 
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From: Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 3:24 PM 
To: Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net> 
Cc: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>; Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz 
Martha <mstultz@sandi.net>; Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Hi Jenn, 

  

I appreciate your prompt response and look forward hearing from Samer. 

  

Thanks, 

Bell 

  

From: Maldonado Jennifer <jmaldonado@sandi.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 6:42 PM 
To: Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Cc: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net>; Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Stultz 
Martha <mstultz@sandi.net> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

**This email came from an external source. Be cautious about clicking on any links in this email or opening 
attachments.**  

  

Good afternoon Bell,  

On behalf of Superintendent Marten, I want to thank you for your email. I’m directing your communication to Samer 
Naji, Facilities Communications Supervisor, who I’ve copied for your convenience. If our office can be of further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

  

Best,  

  

Jenn  
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From: Reza, Bell [mailto:BReza@sandiego.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:12 PM 
To: Marten Cynthia <cmarten@sandi.net>; Evans John <johnleeevans@sandi.net> 
Cc: Faulconer, Mayor Kevin <KevinFaulconer@sandiego.gov>; Gomez, Georgette <GomezG@sandiego.gov>; Bry, 
Barbara <BryBA@sandiego.gov>; Campbell, Jennifer <JHCampbell@sandiego.gov>; Ward, Christopher 
<CMWard@sandiego.gov>; Montgomery, Monica <MLMontgomery@sandiego.gov>; Kersey, Mark 
<MKersey@sandiego.gov>; Cate, Chris <CJCate@sandiego.gov>; Sherman, Scott <SSherman@sandiego.gov>; 
Councilmember Vivian Moreno <VivianMoreno@sandiego.gov>; ann.oleary@gov.ca.gov; Bukalova, Dominika 
<DBukalova@sandiego.gov>; Joes, Vicky <VCJoes@sandiego.gov>; Molina, Venus <VMMolina@sandiego.gov>; Chase, 
Molly <MBChase@sandiego.gov>; Foster III, Henry <HLFoster@sandiego.gov>; Spillane, Elizabeth 
<ESpillane@sandiego.gov>; Hauser, James <JHauser@sandiego.gov>; Tetlow, Barrett <BTetlow@sandiego.gov>; 
Knowles, Travis <KnowlesT@sandiego.gov>; Glus, Jonathon <JGlus@sandiego.gov>; Shana Hazan 
<shana@hazanstrategies.com>; Hoy, Cheri <CHoy@sandiego.gov>; Shana Hazan <shana@hazanstrategies.com>; 
Canizales, Dolores <acanizales@powayusd.com> 
Subject: Serra High School Name Change Request 

  

Dear Superintendent Marten and Board President Evans, 

  

Attached, please find a letter from the Human Relations Commission regarding a name change request for Serra High School. 

  

Respectfully, 

  

Bell Reza 

(she/her/hers) 

Project Manager 

Commission for Arts and Culture 

619.559.7776 
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Exhibit G



 Samer Naji 
Facilities Communications Supervisor 

snaji@sandi.net 
 

 

 

Office of the Superintendent :: 4100 Normal Street, Rm 2219 :: San Diego, CA  92103-2682 :: www.sandi.net 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Board of Trustees 
    
From:  Samer Naji via C. Marten 
 
Date:  January 8, 2021 
 
Subject: School Names Committee 
 
 
Following San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) Administrative Procedure (AP) 3300, a 
committee has been convened to evaluate school and facility naming proposals and to submit 
recommendations to the Board of Education.  
 
AP 3300 calls for the district to convene a names committee consisting of 12 members: six 
district representatives and six community representatives. The six district representatives include 
one  elementary, middle, and high school principal; one district program representative; one 
classified representative (submitted by the California School Employees Association (CSEA)); and 
one certificated representative (submitted by San Diego Education Association (SDEA)). The six 
community representatives include a community person selected by the superintendent as the 
chairperson, a high school Associated Student Body (ASB) President, and the remaining four 
positions represent community/ethnic groups, as appropriate.  
 
I am pleased to announce a full committee with the following individuals that have agreed to serve: 
 
District Representatives 
Principal Justin Phillips, Walker Elementary 
Principal Bernard Steinberger, Roosevelt  
 Middle  
Principal Cynthia Larkin, Morse High 
Ebonee Weathers (Program Representative, 
Youth Advocacy) 
Sabrina Hahnlein (CSEA) 
Kisha Borden (SDEA) 

Community Representatives 
Lidia Martinez as Chair 
Briana Brown, Hoover High School ASB  
 President 
Chris Rice-Wilson 
Jose Cruz 
Ken Msemaji 
Nhu Tran

 
 
 
I appreciate their commitment and willingness to work with us during this challenging time. 
 
SN  
 
CC: Andrew Sharp  
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EXHIBIT H 



From: Renfree Erica
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 3:09 PM
To: Ries Jamie; Sharp Andrew; Magee Maureen
Subject: Re: Needs Andrew/Maureen/Erica Review: Email & Committee Memo for Serra Name 

Change

Im good with it! 
 
Dr. Erica Renfree 
Serra High School 
858.495.8342 
5156 Santo Road 
San Diego, Ca 92124  
 

From: Ries Jamie <jries@sandi.net> 
Date: Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 3:04 PM 
To: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>, Magee Maureen <mmagee@sandi.net>, Renfree Erica 
<erenfree@sandi.net> 
Subject: re: Needs Andrew/Maureen/Erica Review: Email & Committee Memo for Serra Name Change  
 
Hello Andrew, Maureen, and Erica,  
  
I wanted to follow up. Are you OK with me sending this as is?  
  

From: Ries Jamie  
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 3:41 PM 
To: Sharp Andrew <asharp@sandi.net>; Magee Maureen <mmagee@sandi.net>; Renfree Erica <erenfree@sandi.net> 
Cc: Naji Samer <snaji@sandi.net> 
Subject: Needs Andrew/Maureen/Erica Review: Email & Committee Memo for Serra Name Change  
Importance: High 
  
Hello Andrew, Maureen, and Erica, 
  
Thank you for taking the time to meet virtually this afternoon. Per our conversation, I’ve attached the final board memo 
for the names committee, as well as the newly revised memo for the naming committee. Here is the draft email (below). 
Please let me know if anything further is needed, or if revisions need to be made.  
  

####  
  
Dear San Diego Unified Naming Committee,  
  
Congratulations on your appointment and thank you for taking on this role! As you know, the Board of Education has 
received your name as being part of the committee to rename district schools. As such, Superintendent Cindy Marten is 
pleased to welcome you on board. With that said, we have an urgent issue at Junipero Serra High School that needs 
your attention by the end of this weekend (Sunday at the latest).  
  
Recently, more than 1200 Serra High School stakeholders were surveyed on renaming Junipero Serra High School. The 
majority voted in favor of changing the name from “Junipero Serra High School” to “Canyon Hills High School.”  
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We have attached the Serra High School committee memo to this email, and need your recommendation on the name 
change. Your recommendation, along with the attached items, will go to the Board of Education on Tuesday, Feb. 9, 
2021 for its approval.  
  
Additionally, we would like to schedule a virtual meeting in February, at your earliest convenience. Please send dates 
that work for you so we can coordinate a Zoom call.  
  
We look forward to receiving your recommendation by Sunday, January 24.  
  
Sincerely, 
  

Jamie Ries  
Facilities Communication Liaison 
San Diego Unified School District 
o (619) 725‐ 7193|c (619) 855‐ 9283 
jries@sandi.net 
4100 Normal Street San Diego CA 92103 
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EXHIBIT I 



Samer Naji 
Facilities Communications Supervisor 

snaji@sandi.net 
 
 
 
Dear School and Facilities Names Committee Members,  
 
A proposal has been submitted to amend the name, school mascot, and school colors of 
Junipero Serra High School in Tierrasanta. There has been an extensive, student-led effort, 
supported by the school principal, Erica Renfree, to solicit feedback from students, staff, and 
surrounding community members. This effort to rename Serra High School has also garnered 
national attention, resulting in multiple change.org petitions with thousands of signatures each, 
and additional suggestions and comments submitted to the district outside of the school site’s 
input process. 
 
Of the 1,243 people that took the time to complete the survey, the majority voted for changing 
the name from Junipero Serra High School to something else. Of the alternative names, Canyon 
Hills High received the most votes. Because some suggestions were submitted to the district 
directly and were not polled during the school site’s input process, all options are presented to 
the committee for consideration, pursuant to Administrative Procedure 3300. 
 
I submit for the committee’s consideration all items shared with the district, which include the 
formal proposal from the school Principal, Erica Renfree, and comments and other letters of 
support or opposition from members of the public. Please review the list of names, mascots and 
school colors listed below, along with the supporting materials contained below. 
 
ACTION ITEM / REQUEST: 
 
Please respond to this memo by emailing your vote to jries@sandi.net. Please vote for one 
school name and one mascot. Please email your vote by the close of business on Monday, 
January 25. 
 
Suggested names 

1. Canyon Hills High School (primary choice) 
2. Tierra Canyon High School 
3. No change, keep Junipero Serra High School or Serra High School for short.  
4. Johnny Ritchey High School 

Mascots/Colors 

1. Rattlers/Rattlesnakes: red and black;  gray and white compliments (primary choice) 
2. Bobcats: Blue and black; white and grey compliments 
3. Bulldogs; red, gray and black; white compliments 
4. No change, keep Conquistadors and brown and gold; black and white compliments 

 

Sincerely,  
 
Samer Naji 
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EXHIBIT J 



From: Naji Samer
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 4:58 PM
To: Renfree Erica
Subject: FW: Serra High School Name Change Request

Sharing as an FYI, no action required. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 

 

From: Naji Samer  
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 4:46 PM 
To: 'Shana Hazan' <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Cc:  ; '  'Reza, Bell' 
<BReza@sandiego.gov>; Ries Jamie <jries@sandi.net> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

 
Hi Shana and all,  
 
I want to provide an update on the Serra High School name change process. While I’ve been out on leave for the past 
few weeks, my colleague successfully routed the name change proposal through our School Names Committee.  
 
The committee has voted to support the name, mascot, and school colors change proposal submitted by Principal 
Renfree. There wasn’t clear consensus by stakeholders on what the new name or mascot should be, so all options 
suggested to the district were shared with the committee, including the option to keep the name and mascot as they are 
now.  
 
The committee has voted to recommend a new name of Canyon Hills High School, with a new mascot the Rattlers 
(rattlesnakes), along with new primary school colors of red and black with gray and white complimentary colors.  
 
The committee’s endorsement will now go forward to the full school board for a formal vote at a public meeting. We 
have scheduled the item for the upcoming meeting on February 9 at 5:00pm.  I will add the Commission’s letter to the 
board item, but all are welcome to join for the meeting and provide additional public comments.  
 
Please visit https://sandiegounified.org/about/board of education for more information on how to view the board 
meeting and provide a comment.  
 
I really do appreciate the Commission’s support for the name change process and your patience as we got the item 
scheduled. 

With regards to representation, our goal is to expand the committee so it is more representative, especially indigenous 
and native communities representation. I know you are interested in this and may have helpful suggestions, I will be in 
touch as this part of our work moves forward.  
 

Redacted Redacted
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Please let me know if you have any questions. Please note, I may be out of office again because of an on‐going family 
illness, but you may reach me anytime at 619‐548‐3388. I’ve copied my colleague, Jamie Ries, in case I do need to jump 
out of work again with short notice. 

Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 

 

From: Naji Samer  
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 2:26 PM 
To: 'Shana Hazan' <shana@hazanstrategies.com> 
Cc: ; ; Reza, Bell <BReza@sandiego.gov> 
Subject: RE: Serra High School Name Change Request 

 
Hi Shana, 
 
We are going to closely follow our administrative procedure during this process. The procedure requires a formal 
proposal to be submitted to the committee, and the proposal will include comments received by the district, whether 
they are for or against.  
 
Similar to the formal letter the commission submitted to me, please encourage commission members to write directly to 
me via email if they’d like to register a formal position. I will add their email/comments to the proposal that will be 
reviewed by the committee. Scheduling a committee meeting during the holidays has proven a bit difficult, so there is 
still time for commission members to write in.  
 
If you are available for a call, I’d be happy to walk you how we envision this process and item proceeding.  
 
About the new name options, the school site conducted some community polling and came up with a set of 
recommendations for the committee’s consideration. The top option favored by the school site is Canyon Hills High 
School, with Tierra Canyon High School coming in second.  
 
Outside of the school’s input process, some community members expressed interest in Johnny Ritchey High  School. 
Although these suggestions came from outside the school’s outreach process, in the spirit of transparency I will also 
share this suggestion with the committee.  
 
Of course, some interest was expressed during the school site’s outreach efforts to keep the same name, Junipero Serra 
High School. Additional comments suggested shortening the name to Serra High School only, but I consider this option 
to be the same as keeping the current name. Because of these comments, the option of keeping the current name will 
be presented to the committee as well. 
 
While outside of the committee’s purview, the school principal has asked that the committee review options for a new 
school mascot and school colors during this process: 
 
Rattlers/Rattlesnakes: Red and black; grey and white complimentary colors. This is the first choice for the school site. 
 
Other mascot and school color options that were polled include:  
Bobcats: Blue and black; white and grey complimentary colors 
Bulldogs: red,g ray and black; white complimentary colors 
Keep the same mascot and colors: Conquistadors, brown and gold with black and white complimentary colors.  

Redacted Redacted
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EXHIBIT K 

 



From: Naji Samer
Sent: Monday, February 8, 2021 1:42 PM
To: Olympia Beltran; emma taila; charlotte t
Cc: Renfree Erica
Subject: Name Change Dialogue
Attachments: Renaming Junipero Serra High School

Hi Olympia, Emma and Charlotte,  
 
I’m glad we’ve been able to connect , I hope this email thread serves as a good place to coordinate calls/meetings/next 
steps. I’m copying Dr. Renfree so she may follow along and stay informed about the ongoing effort to rename Serra High 
school. 
 
Charlotte, Emma will reach out to you to give up an update about a possible conversation this Thursday 6pm with the 
Kanap Kuahan Coalition.  
 
In the meantime, I thought it might be helpful to share with everyone the letter I received from the coalition.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725‐7747 
C: (619) 548‐3388 
SNaji@sandi.net 
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Milan Brandon

From: Milan Brandon
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 12:48 PM
To: Milan Brandon
Subject: FW: SDUSD statement

 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Beiser Kevin <KevinBeiser@sandi.net> 
Date: July 8, 2021 at 1:29:22 PM PDT 
To: Janet Bartel <janetbartel@me.com> 
Subject: SDUSD statement 

 
 
Full statement: 
 
In 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom apologized to the California Native American 
community for the “genocide”<https://www.capradio.org/articles/2019/06/19/gov-
gavin-newsom-calls-native-american-treatment-genocide/>committed against their 
ancestors, establishing a Truth and Healing Council, and calling for a statewide dialogue. 
That same year, Stanford University and other institutions began removing 
<https://news.stanford.edu/2019/12/12/looking-back-renaming-process-stanford/> 
tributes of Father Junípero Serra because of the role played by missionaries in the 
destruction of Indigenous communities. Many cities have also 
removed<https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-16/ventura-city-council-
votes-to-remove-serra-statues-from-city-hall.> their own Father Serra memorials. 
 
At San Diego Unified, the effort to rename Serra High School has been student led. With 
several petitions in their hands, the students approached Serra High School staff. 
Together, students and school staff launched an extensive community input campaign. 
The community input effort included: 
 
•       Public virtual town halls over a period of four months 
 
•       Social media engagement and content sharing to inform the community of name 
change efforts 
 
•       Involvement of local and national media outlets to inform the community of name 
change efforts, resulting in significant coverage 
 
•       A formal ballot vote. All students received a paper ballot, parents/guardians and 
the large alumni network were emailed digital ballots, including alumni from the first 
graduating class. 
 
This transparent community input effort culminated in a 70 page proposal that was 
submitted to the School Names Committee. The proposal included all letters of support 
and opposition submitted to the district as of that time. 
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The School Names Committee voted to endorse the name change effort and submitted 
a recommendation to the Board of Education. The Board of Education discussed the 
name change at a public meeting and unanimously voted to change the name of Serra 
High School to  Canyon Hills High School, along with the Kumeyaay translation of “Mat 
Kwatup KunKun.” In addition, the mascot was changed to the Rattlers with the 
Kumeyaay translation of “‘ewii tenwai.” 
 
A legacy room will be created at Canyon Hills High School to feature the rich 40+ year 
history of the school. 
 
The school board has the sole authority to name and rename San Diego Unified Schools. 
San Diego Unified encourages students to get involved in their community, and this is an 
example of students taking civic action to build a more inclusive and welcoming school. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Samer Naji 
Facilities Communication Supervisor 
San Diego Unified School District 
O: (619) 725-7747 
C: (619) 548-3388 
SNaji@sandi.net<mailto:SNaji@sandi.net> 
 
With Students First , 
 
Kevin Beiser, Trustee 
San Diego Unified School Board 
KevinBeiser@sandi.net 
 
On Jul 4, 2021, at 11:52 AM, Janet Bartel <janetbartel@me.com> wrote: 
 
 Dear Kevin, 
 
Please meet with us a Ascension Hall 11292 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. at 6:30, July 6, 2021. 
Please listen to those constituents in District B whom you pledged to represent! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Janet Bartel 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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